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INTRODUCTION

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

This Consultation Statement has been prepared to fulfil the legal obligations of
the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012" in respect of the Melksham
Neighbourhood Plan. Section 15(2) of part 5 of the regulations requires that a
Consultation Statement should:

¢ Contain details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the
proposed Neighbourhood Plan

e Explain how they were consulted

e Summarise the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted
and

e Describe how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where
relevant, addressed in the proposed Neighbourhood Plan.

Section 1 (Pre-Regulation 14 Consultation) gives an overview of the various
consultation events and activities held to date, that led to the production of the
Draft Melksham Neighbourhood Plan and the policies contained within it.

Section 2 gives an overview of the formal pre-submission consultation, known as
Regulation 14, that was undertaken on the draft Melksham Neighbourhood Plan
and covered an 8 week period over 1 June 2020 — Monday 27 July 2020. This
section includes detail on the consultation; the comments received and resulting
amendments made to the Plan, where appropriate.

Supporting information relating to this Statement is available on the Melksham
Neighbourhood Plan website: http://www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org/

SECTION 1 PRE-REGULATION 14 CONSULTATION

Approach to Consultation

2.1

2.2

Throughout the preparation stages of the Melksham Neighbourhood Plan, the
Steering Group have worked hard to engage with residents and various
stakeholders on the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan.

The Melksham Neighbourhood Steering Group was originally formed in 2012
following several meetings with both Melksham Town Council and Melksham
Without Parish Council to prepare a joint neighbourhood plan. The
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group was originally made up of 10 permanent
voting members as follows:

e Two representatives each from the Town and Parish Council

e One representative from Melksham Area Board

¢ One representative from the Melksham Community Area Partnership
e One representative from the business community.

e One representative from the health community.

! Localism Act 2011
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2.3

24

2.5

¢ One representative for environmental and climate change interests
¢ One representative for the historic and built environment

In addition, two officers each from both councils, as well as a representative of
the Wiltshire Council Spatial Planning Team attended meetings.

During the Plan preparation, the Steering Group created 5 topic groups, following
feedback from members of the public on their priorities, to ensure they were fully
examined and addressed in the context of the detailed guidance contained in the
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and the Wiltshire Core Strategy. The
topic groups were as follows and were made up of members of the wider
community, the ‘lead’ of each topic group then joined the Steering Group:

¢ Employment & Economy
e Transport

¢ Housing

e Health & Wellbeing

e Education

In August 2017 consultants were appointed to help with public consultation and to
help collate a housing site survey.

Meetings of the Steering Group were held monthly and open to members of the
public and included a “public participation” section for residents to raise issues or
queries. Agendas and minutes were published on the Neighbourhood Plan, Town
and Parish Council websites. Notices were also posted on various noticeboards
throughout the Neighbourhood Plan area.

Both the Town and Parish Council received the minutes of all Steering Group
meetings at their respective Planning Committee meetings. Regular updates
were provided by Council representatives of the Steering Group or the Clerks at
Full Council meetings.

Consultation Activities

Online

3.1

3.2

A Website was created to keep residents up to date with progress and events
promoting the various stages of the plan (see:
http://www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org/). Both councils have links to the
Neighbourhood Plan on their own websites.

Both councils also kept residents up-to-date on progress throughout the time of
plan preparation via social media (Facebook, Twitter and Instagram) and
newsletters. There is also a separate Neighbourhood Plan Facebook group.
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Teresa  Home  Create [~

e Teresa Strange MelkshamWithout LLi

30 November 2017 - @ « 2017 ~ | November ~ | = I% Manage posts = Listview

Teresa Strange MelkshamWithout ea
29 November 2017 - @ ~
HAVE YOUR SAY ON THE FUTURE OF HQUSING IN MELKSHAM &
MELKSHAM WITHOUT

The 1\ n Neigl Plan Group were out in the community
on the weekend of 10th & 11th November. consulting on potential housing sites
within Melksham and Melksham Without

If you didn't get chance to pop along to one of the events. there is still time to
give your views by completing an online survey, which is live until 31st
December 2017 You can find the survey at hitps //www Ssurveymon.

See more

i o
MELKSHAM

www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
MelkshamHousinaSitesConsult

A Neighbourhood Plan covering housing,
transport, shopping, working, environment and
health/leisure is being prepared for Melksham and
Melksham Without; let us know what you think of
it by com pleting the online survey and have your

views heard. Closing date 31= December.

Melksham Town Free to access computers are available at the
30 November 2017 - Melksham - & rary, Melksham Town Hall & Parish Council
Offices. In addition, hard copies are available at
Come on dewn 1o the Assembly Hall this morming. .we want your views on the Assembly the Library, Christie Miller Sports Centre & the
Hall as a venue, what you would change? what you would not want o change?. Toast Office village storesin Top Lane, Whitley
o Like (D) Comment £> Share Melksham Neighbourhood Plan is led by Melksham
Town Council and Melksham Without Parish Council.
= Neighbourhood Planning is a government initiative to
e Wi omment Qe e involve local people in land use planning for the

community.

Examples of Facebook Posts

wl! vodafone LK = 12:03 100% s ¥ ¢ Teresa Strange Melksham Without
¢ MELKSHAMWITHOUTPC 423
Posts
© Home
L= melkshamwithoutpec
#t Explore
01 ) 0 & [
[ Notifications Teresa Strange Melksham Without @ elksham Withaut - 17 Jan
o Want te find out more about how you can have your say about future
development in Melksham and Melksham Without?
E Messages Want to find out mare about Neighbourhood Plans?
There Is & double page update in the middle of this week's Melksham
News......
[] Bookmarks
B tists
@ profie
@ More

g 5 &

% Liked by melkshamtowncouncil
Teresa Strange Melksham Without &1V

melkshamwithoutpc At last night's Area g S "
3 Or you can fike the facebook page “Melksham Neighbourhhood Plan” for
Board meeting, there was an update from Tutute news or ook 2t the website

e 0 @

Examples of Twitter and Instagram Posts
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Local Newspapers and Magazines

3.3 Information on consultation events, as well as various articles on the
Neighbourhood Plan were also published in the local Paper, Melksham
Independent News which is circulated to over 13,700+ dwellings every two
weeks, free of charge
http://melkshamnews.com/2016/11/02/villages-to-get-say-on-neighbourhood-plan/

https://edition.pagesuite-
professional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=13635
€85-0abe-483a-9978-144ba02e729b

(see page 16-17 for Neighbourhood Plan article)

and an article on protecting green spaces within the town:
http://melkshamnews.com/2017/08/30/is-there-a-green-space-in-melksham-you-
feel-needs-protecting/

Updates were also provided via regular quarterly council Newsletters of both the
Town Council and Parish Council published in Melksham News throughout the
whole Neighbourhood Plan process and on social media. (Various links provided
in Appendix 1).

(ﬁ\ Avtumn Newsletter ..

MELKSHAM WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL
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Quarterly Newsletter 9 November 2017 Edition of Melksham News
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Autumn Newsletter ...

MELKSHAM WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL
SN126TL «

il Aalk<h

Sports Pavilion, Westi

h Way, B

01225705700

WANT TD KEEP IN TOUCH?

oik:
visit aur websit
¢Ikshamwithout.co.uk

NEW MEETING

PREMISES

the parish council office relocated o the Sparts

the Summer and s kept the same phose number, so
please continue to contuct us on 01225 705700,
This move has had no impact on the changi

~Thursday 10-12 and 2-dpm with

acar park available for visitors.
Al Council moetings (unless otherwise stated) are
being held at St Bamabas Church in Beanucre (just off
A3 ill be held in the
ch also offors disabled aceess and tollet
2. ity deiilsgoe aod oo pak Tor

nme atending the meeting.

App ations for grant aid are from organ-
tions whe can prove that they Ilenirl residents
of the Parish.
g he el |\m} dute for upplications is 315t January 2019,
‘made at the Annual Parish Mecting on
Mmum m Aan 2019, For spplication forms please

contaet the Parish Council Offices or download from
www melkshamwithout co uk

2019/2020

BUDGET

he Council will be setting the budget for the next

ancial year in January. If you have ideas and
requests that you would like to be considered by the
Cotmcil next year then please let us know hefore the
end of November.

Payilion at Westinghouse Way, Bowerhill during

VENUE & OFFICE | NEIGHBOURHOOD |} PUBLIC OPEN SPACE,

il and Mnlkdmm

olicies
ideats several short videas have he
nt policics ind how 1

bie

id what it means fo res.
filmed aver the tst

¥
will affect you, These will be made av. widely
shen the draft Plan 15 published for consultation so yoi
can all have your say

NEXT MEETINGS

Monday 26th November
PLANNING COMMITTEE
Monday 10th December
FULL COUNCIL
Monday 17th December
PLANNING COMMITTEE

onday 7th Janua
FINANCE (BI.IDGEI') COMMIITEE
Monday 14th January
PLANNING COMMITTEE
HIGHWAYS & STREETSCENE COMMITTEE
Monday 21st January
FULL COUNCIL
Monday 4th February
PLANNING COMMITTEE
Monday 11th February
FULL COUNCIL
Monday 25th February
PLANNING COMMITTEE

BOWERHILL

1 additional 120m foot path has been built to en-
sure that there is u cireular route around the pub-
Tic open space for all to enjoy, whatever the ground

conditions underfoot.

This wars paid fur by Melkshan Without Parish Cor
cil with & contribution from the Melksham Ares Board
with & “Pathways [mprovement Grant”

MAINS
DRAINAGE FOR
BEANACRE?

ome residents have requested that Wessex Water

8

consider putting in mains drainage for existing
ies in Beanacre.

s Water wan i s ho miny reidents -
terested in taking this For fore they consider starting

relimins is not the respon-
sibility of 1 5 aicting as # facilitator
between the various parties 1o initially gauge the i

st
of those residents in the Parish living in Beanacre. At
this stage the parish council is just secking
interest for Wessex Water o consider Laking
nnh naxl stage, it is in no way binding or committing
sehalds, A survey has been conducted by the parish
‘m.u\cxl with an slmist 0% response rate, and theinfor
o gathsred hus becn g Vater
1o Cansider their next sips. We wil be i touch with
Btine Wt e v,

ROUNDABOUT SPONSCRSHIP

Te any local businesses interested in sponsoring
a roundabout in Bowerl

Thene is a roundabout thut has already been planed up
and m.nniumzs! Mn ver the st Few years (previously
spansord s} and is now avaslable for spen-
sorship. Tt the A0 o e through road t0 the A363
and town Please et in touch if you are fnerested in spon-
suring this roundabout o any of the athers in the parish

FRIENDS OF
SHURNHOLD
FIELDS

he “Iriends of Shurnhold Fields™ has now offi-
cially formed and you ean contact them directly
by email on shurnholdfields @gmail.com.
Their first main job has been to plant trees in ¢
‘memoration of those that fell in the Great War, whi
1ok place on 10th Noverber

ALLOTMENT
VACANCIES

here are slﬂl a couplé of vacancies at the Allotments.

and the chance (o
the Couneils alotment s are in Be

vlield.

he Parish Steward programme is run by Wilt-

shire Council and is for discretionary works that
will not be undertaken by Wiltshire Council under
their statutory duties.

The Parish Council provide a list of jobs for the Stew-
ard (wha is 3 days a month in the parish when not under-
Laking ather roles) with their top 3 priorities highlighted
i 1 the

wrsw.willshire gov.k/my -
wiltshie-online. reporting and Iet us know if (e *App
says the wark will not be done as not a statutary duty and
e parish cour n consider adding it to the list for the
Farish Steward

Quarterly Newsletter 22 November 2018 Edition of Melksham News

Winter Newsletter ...

MELKSHAM WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL

Sports Pavilion, Westinghouse Way, Bowerhill, Melksham, SN12 471 » 01225 705700

WANT TO KEEP IN TOUCH?

Followus on faosbook Mislisham Without

Parish Gouncil or Taresa Strange {Glerk)
| ooum e W,

NEW MEETING
VENUE

N ek sham Without Paris b Council evening public
me etings will now he hedd ot anew venue in Bew
ertill indusial Edate and ng langer at §1 Barashas
Church in Beanare {unless ofierwise ad vertied).
The new mesting space & jms 2 cagple of mimies
walk fom Sre parsh comncil offices in Westinghome
_Ta ge1n the new meesng sce:
‘rom the 1 Road enmrance & the indosirial estae
1am right i, Westinghonse Way (yon will puss e
arich commncil office im the Sporss Pavilion andlthe Sporss
ield om your right) Zavel 0 {he end ofthe road tyom wall
see Knom Bremse to yoar fight) LEFT and puss
1he Fire Engine

n Momday | b March, the parish oo ol cossddered

e appBeants frvn Berrydieid, for the commei B var
cancy m the Berryficdd Wand, CBr Stwart Wood was cor
opted following a hafist of the comeillors preent, and
Jrame d e meeting after signing his declarafion of office.

BOWERHILL SPORTS FIELD

e praject to sell 3 small proportion of Bowerhill
Sparts Fiek] has heen putan hadd hy the potential

purchaser for the curment time,
¥ the project becomes 1ive agam, the sarch forreplaces

ment land will commeace, winch has already had mpe
fom oo Reweshill residents on fhe e . or e Sey
woukd fice somse in dhe fomre Fie ave e

fmal sy mlx:\g‘(u‘!;lh:eml'hmcw 1:.b.|= ke
dedicnied 2 2 Fiekd inTrext and ey have been i disces.
sicees Wi fhe purish coemc i) Fom fhe outset of fis prgecs.

gular tree ection, &( II: ouncil
thundaﬂim tuw’(zh\ pmm{’:u treemr
e it

playares,
playing fkds and ‘aletment sies, The grees waste vas

emaved and collecied for uee 3t biamass plant which
Mr&ﬂh‘nui eleciricity.

Auihn

arich souncdls Anomad Parsh Maeting
i the Rughy Club 2t Oukficlds Sta-
o on Maiday it A .um_dnmqmdmmk
om oL, Ahe meeting stanting af Tpm.
ey S o

bear from council s, groa and o fani st o e
activities durin;

e past year, an ilans for the

jom will be bl o bhear shom mppar
& lonelier and more fol2ed in oo com
Tamies bl Ao Bl st s o st e
meesiog il fnkh wis the pasmiion of gt

‘%J. PARI 51[%0{. NCTIL RESIDENTS WELOOME

NEXT MEETINGS

All ot new venve 1 Swift Way,
off Westinghouse Way, Bowerhill
Industrial Estate
Man 18th Mar - Highways &
Streetscene Committee
Mon lst Apr Annual Parish Meeting
at Melksham Rugby Club

Mon Bth Apr - Pl o

NEIGHBOURHOOD
PLAN

B}Ieﬁﬁum ‘Witheut Parish Ceuncil continue ta
wwlim‘: \'ﬁlsdhm'!wn Council on the joint

T'\g‘?te'n;( n'vud::\;trvf’m‘vmr{c\fé!:vub
e 2 vwell ax comned lors: with repressmtives for -
ness, Emviommers, Traneport, Homsing, Edmaation,
Mielis bam Commsity Asea Partnership md Melindam
Ama Board. These proups have fed ino the Pas aod i

licies, which hav e 21l mikena lead from the fumes raisad
by the resident in the pubvlic comsmiugions held i dxe.

whes de\!lm‘n:'ﬂ wll
nunv\ﬂ.llmrh'r\: ome § s icare
o of e wcape of the kg.llf!:menux e have been
it an “aspiratons” pan of the domment 1o be
dres sed separately, bt ase amabile o form past of the
i Plan. The mext steps are for ghe draft Plan policies
o b Finalied over e coming weeks and then go oat i
local pablic comvulation in ge Spriog; 21 g ame Gme
e Plan will als fikely i be smhpect to 2 Stotegic Faovi
rommental Assesament which checks how the Plas pro.
vides & high level of profection of the emvironment.
& cerimg Gromp meeting s am held om the bt Wednesdry
of the macgh @ 5pm and ar= pablic meetings Sat any rex

ient can miend, with a pebhc participation section

be pinming. The next meeanz will be held on Weds 7780

Mt at the parish comnci|'s new mesting verme.

'l"be Community Emengency Granpim Shaw & Whitey
comtine ther eveellent work o negularly moniter the

wakey courses, ditches and drains in the viueuomm

Mon 15th Apr - Full Cmi

Richard Wuod §Council Chair|
n b, 5412
e e e Pt
Stuart Wood
1 e P, Sy, s b, 54 23 53
01255 AT - st s B
BLACKMORE WARD

Alan Baines

ot Rt Mk, S 0

08 T e e
Paul Taylor
47, Sgariatwad it Mk, 51422 7TE
74 1EEA0 - s el ol

BEANACRE, SHAW & WHITLEY WARD

il

Gregory Coombes

gy oo b ek

Mary Pile

ey g v s bl

kil P Pk, M, 54132 6015
G R0 - kot B b ok 15 1
.Iuh n Glover u::uncl Wice Chair)

o rhl, Mk, 84 2. 650
2 ORI s GHarar et

that the sor iz water Sows without im pedimen Mick Holder
This mnchudes mme woding paties © clear any Hocked ke ket a1
daches, =4 mplar cqagmet checks o encre that ey am o nopen
Fumgn, g sarks s eanchag f dhe s mmerher
o ety g i b o Kaylum House ;
e hram in s way. Astie wextber mpmnes, mdyoaar byt ek v Pttt
cut mdaboat mare i wx:\txmz EREEE aY S Q-
mguand o e W cmme David Pafford
Easma il e bt m, SN 2 B
Ward 012 HET - chnvad g ol s s 1 o k.
ROY WHEE + roy whiled) wilshim. gov s R Shea-5 s

- Miadk sham
PHIL ALFOFD + philabiond{f wilsnim oo wic

s W B, St Ml b, 59412 L)
o e

Quarterly Newsletter 14 March 2019 Edition Melksham News
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A WORD FROM TOWN

CLERK, LINDA ROBERTS

t's my pleasure to welcome vou to the Newsletter of vour Town
Council. My name is Linda Roberts, T was recroited at the start of
this year to be your Town Clerk (1 have explained a little about what
a Clerk does in the panel on the right - buot in short, | lead a leam of
peaple who deliver on the decisions made by your elected Councillors. )

Wi hope vou lind this update interesting and in

1 Bave now complewed bree manths s Cherl
i Mebksham Town Cowncil and 5o far 1 hove

uminy &n specinl. | have heen impressed by
the commistneent and entbusizsm shown by the
Ay commriandly groap i ous owe. Bow lucky
S ek b is
1 have a reputation for being a bil ol a whirfiog
e o chork. Being port of o miw e 1= 1]
wes ey iy ull of possibily, 1 have
Tound that I'm shaiming =t the lzash with an ea
sormess o pet the whocls moving. 17m surc nyy
peaim ol vificers looking i the packed calemsda
ed us o heam bo bo
Bely wain e, This
i Ty o e and dull ademin
iwirntive slogpipg i ogual messere Dldmasely
we wark for you. ibe tas payer

Home of the things we have b2en waoeking on
inc lipcde
= A ‘saviegs dnive’  including a review of all I'E
and offie eguipment. wills conirecis remegotiabed
and where necossasy, ipa eploced. {see
article on Savings belivw]
= Additbonal strect cleaning bas taken place 1o
made-up for the gradual withdrawal of ibis ser
vice by Wilishire Couedl.
o & pevicw of P stafTing sirscianre s abost to be
voimpleted. The ew 06 fiy emseie we have the
right people in the right mles with the apmupoise
cajuipeneed e Ihining B cealibke tha ofliect lam
i CHENY el whpetives of the coumcl and con
Riwauez 0 mmeel s needs off the commmumnily.
= A new governance sirecione has been proposed
ready for implementation im the pew Municipsl
Year, commencing om | 3th May following the
election al Mayar o WIIMN. The paver
mance review o loded, & revision of the o
wtanding osrders (rubes ) amd finascinl replations,
il propased 3 new commmiilos sbrachane with benms
al reforenee. This will enabile the cow
objectives and continaic W deliver im
vices CanEmn iy,
* Engagemend the poople of Mcllcham  fibdus

malive,

ry. business, volwnteers, edecmon and a
ner af ather partners, Cieming pal and whe
fundamemial part of building a conmunity
wearlks logcEher.

‘I he Faimre

Ms this newasletier lays oul, we ase busy wirk
g towands a chsaner. beighice, Teber equipped,
-.ﬁrc efficicm and hetier “hinked up M‘:‘Il Rn}:-m
being done strucisrally within couscil
Eoviermaos aod 1he sial
Wie 'se doimg o thoough
s we ke over responsibility fon play equipment,
Bopin wonks vn the aplushp=sd, tsckic lyposting,
seceuil childies 1 puike s ahoul dog lioes asd
By muking ywill repain o equipmenl vorselves
swlPea WMan wading ]
W™ e weorki img Lowead

wrwe fowards o ;(n
perbes Council, our reseasch o gelling on a
puath brwvards beimg o plastc Tree community. amd
o secently npdated inoaffice recycling system

Pant of the Neigbhourhond Flanning process
Hiis @eant ¢ am B M [ Dove cenine shosild
devchap and b ermare it is prodecied s that
it develops i a msnmer which supporis awr ex
panding cotmimminily as well ox misking saic it re
Raines 4 goced min snd selection of retaal and leisare
facilitees . adequate cnploymest and appropriate
Bwn comine Boosmg,
Whilst the Meighbourhoved Plan will sesis be
conpleted, "The Town Cowscil bos decided us em
Pk vn A scpatabc and mens conccaliabed picce
wll wark relating o the twn centie will
aharly be usdertaking 3 visioning exercise amld
exlensve comumnity enpagemend sp dhal tngether
we can shape sod plan on g fonsee of oar osn
cemtre i ensre i remaans wibrani snd costinees
e mes! the commamity s needs hoth now and king
ing the Tuvara

s w18 my honaor t ke on hoard
Let's el tn wark!

P .
|
il aches

to the Neighbourhood Plan

Extract from Quarterly Newsletter 9 May 2019 Edition Melksham News referring
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PAGE 16_16TH EANIARY 20

T ey LTI EANUARY 300 _PAGE 17

past

EVIDENCE BASED.

ecouse Ihe Plon has legal stafus in
pRanning kaw i1 must be bosed
very Ihorough evidence. Members

sl oo build onlocal
i akeice ticn

oot e Al i
n has shapad tha content of
our emerging Neighbourhood Plan, ond
wil confinue to do so with more consut
tafion ond engagement ta come.

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL AND
THE LOCAL PLAN REVIEW.

e have boen working with Willshio Councl on the
graparation of the plan and suppart iram Wilshire

umently
clocumori, ha Core Sytsoy 1968
recast 03 fhe Local Paan) and, as of now, it iocks likely that the

ouse:
The Willshare L
yona the 5 :
n Counc on
e oy new isvelopaNt wil b 0COIB AN The scoie

toinformally cansult on aspecs of the revised *local plan®
e this year,

www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org Kl /MelkshamNeighbourhoodPlan

Advert in 16 January 2020 Edition of Melksham News

MELKSHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
PLANNING WITH YOU FOR YOU!

S

Neighbourhood Plan for their shared areas,

It's o lengthy process but, once complete, your Plan will have tull legal status. That means it will be
used to ensure that all planning applications for developments — such as, where, what for, what things
look like efc — meet our local standards which have been specified in our Neighbourhood Plan .
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In summary a Neighbourhood Plan should:

« Provide a clear. communilyed vision for the fufure of its areq,

+ Transiate that vision info practical obiectives [e.g. to address
climate change

g

« Exprass thosa objectives as planning policies [e.g. critoria for
sustoinable design and consinuction)
ur Neighbourhood Plan will make a diference by focusing on
s the planning system can gbnu-'m\ infuence [protection
e

st v beltes placa 1o B, Wik
5wl a3 e formal polcles. our Plan will

rojects i y to ensure that developments
dei fits such a5 he importance of addressing infras
tructure provision, improved footpaths and free planting.

menunity benet

Tu.ugm s bt on o some fime, our Neighbourhood Plan is
now coming fogether. In March, dale o be decided. fhe st dralf pian
and we meon drafl - will go oul for consullation wilh everybody in
aesignated Fion Arsa. ancompasing the Town of Melksnam and

of different methods ta gel peo
1 e pian area reading Ghd GOmMENTing o it over

iefksham Without, using o range
PIE WHO e and wark
aperiodcf 6Bk
#hisspace. The consultafion period will be odvertised and re-

pur‘ec e e kit Rychgoem et Ho s ESareion i e
youson gel involved. Do keep an eye on Ihe website and Ihe Facebook
miss oul, el your commentsin - we wil need your views and
Figt on e oo pian 10 Help shope i e,

Fallowing the consultotion in March, the draft plan wil be amended
bosed on the comments we get back. and thot next version wil be the

VISION
[omecves |

dum fo check you all
ensures 1o yous Nei

shick with it 50 we
Meikshom and Me!

i Wil

pport i All his bueaueracy s
00 Pion wil r6ally maks 0 asnce, 10
ely piay @ key rele in shoping the fulure of

Neighbaurhond Plan we submit to Wishire Council, wha then manage o PLANNING PRIORITIES &
formal consuifafion ... folawing which there is an indopendent Ex OROIECTS
amination and fhen, if approwed, thare is . wit for i, @ pusic rcFomn POLICIES PROJECTS

SPRIN

THE TOWN

MESSAGE FROM
CLERK

B It Joonmery 20 marked

my first complefed vear of

serviee with Molkshasm Tiwn
il sl the Melkaham comisi-
wility mmed whal & vear i bas been; it
game 5o guickly and | consei comni
how nesny wonderfod people 1 have
mel, wll doing wmmeing things o
ke Vielkshom preut,
Thie Waondy - Qucenswy

A D werite dhim wmtiche, work Buas b
o ieplicasg the Parnd in The Wisds,
the e apce ot EETRE=r T
Turbisbspesits amd egioveimenls @e
'_'||:| g muali b This rodicalson e, in-
The imtallpdses ol @ ioen sholier
Thia reineiguratc e pay value and
Il||'| bo sl i dime Ter e bwely
springsmmer waalher.
‘T Meighbsnsrhossd Flan
The Meiphbmmiteood Pl i propnes

kg wel] el the lemc W have powm sy
w1l hogrin am A gl T sipht weeks
Plewe keep & ok vet fur dewils of dhe
comsullsien procesy whor membens, off
e Town Camcdl, Molk=hms Withoa
Parivh Conmil gad e Meighbourfunnl
Plan Ssereeg Cinoap will bu neady fotalk
w0 vl phant i This i an sppariuniy
B o ks el the Meiphlusurhoesd Plan

ol loa s krow what gon apme wik
wihal you disigree willl, ool whelber
megihing has hews i)
Muwrket Pluce

This spring soes B ndums ol ihe
Methaham Makses' Malkel This was 20
successlal lasl year sl the o dedi-
raabr] Endfiorn wite um b morkei Baie @
wailing ke of wadens wamiing L g
prie, Tiw mznmmuakiin the thin Tivas
Carnscil will bo mvesding m some |erper

i
W o hipuimgt o inenesse tha mimiber

il e b b hrld i ithe Sorkol Tipoe.
wa il wimi hive any rdeas Do st o
wvenis phease prl h

Uit Boitroutasralizd, Kichasnd, has becn
sy reating dont: ‘chasiers wha will
e plumsed oo e Markel Place nmd
Bhavsl. The display this year willl hieve an
Al ympe o ol v neably Bavpe d be
TS A W el e Wilsdune
Bl kshessim Am Bolossn

Poleble mhurrn e s Becky by B o suich g
hand-working loam wlio g alwve and
byl i ks Belellonbam ek 0 pres-
tiies, cxshonarful ased linly. Even duriesg e
wulil wel winker momths they Sk G-
Bemsly by beseph o b o ot prdens sl
AN SpraLT

-Making
Az tiank yoes sl ahil ook mus g
i Cqmemazillir Terri Welch (one of e
Kzl sevving ool e b w o wis se-
spuonisibile G maiing e beandiful bas-
mers which oddormed] e Markai Plae
e Last o, manhing She 300
year ol pur Morkel Chanter. They were
Vv sy wmaschy ihat Term bas very Lislly
syrreied] do ke o mees Do this yees
1 conplemesd e summer planling
wcheine. Thes cemanily afided a lisely
it e o insm lasl oo

Quarterly Newsletter 26 March 2020 Edition of Melksham News
(due to Covid and the Country going into Lockdown on 23 March 2020 there was
a delay in starting Regulation 14 until June)
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3.4

Information was also provided in several community magazines such as Bowerhill
Villager and Shaw & /Whitley Connect newsletters.

Consultation Events

3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

3.10

3.11

A Public consultation Group, was set up on 14 December 2014 reporting to the
Steering Group. The brief for the group was to agree a suggested calendar of
engagement activities, budgetary requirements for hall hire costs, advertising etc.
Various stakeholders were invited to join this group, such as community groups,
schools and charitable organisations. The group early on purchased floor banners
to help promote public engagement events.

A number of drop-in events were held in the earlier stages of Plan preparation
(2016/17). Care was taken to hold events at various locations within the
Neighbourhood Plan area. (See Table 1 below of the various sessions held).
Consultation also took place at various community events, such as the Christmas
Lights Switch on and Melksham’s Food Festival.

Consultation events involved members of the steering group posing questions for
members of the public to write comments on against various topics, such as
transport, education, housing, health & wellbeing and employment/economy.

In order to engage with the younger generation the Steering Group used
Instagram. In order to engage with the older generation, flyers for some events
were also produced. The Steering Group approached Christie Miller Sports
Centre, who distributed flyers with receipts on the group’s behalf advertising
consultation events.

Consultation events were held on different days and different times of day in
order to attract a wider audience. One of them was timed specifically after the
Remembrance event at 11am on 11 November, as residents would pass the drop
in event on leaving the War Memorial. A summary of all the consultation events is
presented in the evidence base Melksham Issues Consultation Report.

In November-December 2017 with the assistance of public engagement
consultants, housing sites community engagement took place using an online
survey, hard copies were available in various locations, such as the Town Hall,
Melksham Without offices and the library, for those without access to a computer,
with over 200 people responding to the consultation on future housing growth with
over 1,200 individual comments made. In addition, drop-in sessions were held to
give residents the chance to ask questions and view maps etc in a large scale.
Detailed feedback is available in the evidence base: Community Engagement
Survey on housing sites (2017).

Feedback from the consultation events was also always given via local
newspapers and social media. The Chairman quoting in the local press ‘It is
fantastic that so many people got involved in this engagement, as the
Neighbourhood Plan must express the views of the local people and how they
see their area developing in the future’.
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Public consultation events 1 & 2 July 2016
at Melksham Town Hall

Examples of posters, leaflets and advertisements in the local press

_,.'..! ‘* Housing In your areal

__ib;‘g Come to one Of our }\U 1 Kﬁ] If:\}\l - make a difference|
' : Come to one of ou

LAY DROP- N EVENTS .

CHRISTIE MILLER SPORTS CENTRE Friday 10 November 4,00pm-7.00pm
Friday 10th November 4,00pm-7.00pm Melksham Guide HQ

{entrance te Wallrose Car Park))

or Saturday 11" November 11.30am-
2.30pm)|
MELKSHAM GUlDE HQ A Nelghbourhood Plan covering housing, transport,
shopping, working, environment and health/leisure is
i belng prepared for Melksham and M.
(entrance tﬂ Waltrose cal' Park) l.'.‘ll.nout:‘-iet us knaw what v:au think by completing)
Saturday 11th November 11.30am-2.30pm el it iy
A Neighbourhood Plan covering housing, transport, shopping, working, Melksham Neighbourhond Plan is led by Melksham Town
environment and health/leisure is being prepared for Melksham and Gouncl e d Melkshan Wihioo Paril Cocnet

MNeighbourhaod Planning is o government initiative to imobe
leseal peogple bn land use planning for the commuanity.

Melksham Without; let us know what you think of it by completing the
online survey and attending an event, and have your views heard,
More ifgrmation: www rmelkshamaesg hb

Melksham Neighbourhood Plan Is ed by Melksham Town Council and Melksham Without Parish Council, Of cortact: Melksham Town Coundt 11225 7

Neighbourhood Planning is a government initiaive to Involve local people in land use planning for the communty. Malkaharm Without Parish Councht
More information: www.melkshamnelghbourhoodplanarg

or contact: Melksham Town Council 01225 704187 + Melksham Without Parish Councll: 01225 705700

Complete 1he survey which will open en 10 Movember 2017

hetpaiwww surveymonkey co.ukirikbslkshamHausingSites Conault
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Summary of Events and Activities

Table 1

See ‘Description of Events and Activities’ below for more detail

Date

Location

Activity/Event

27 March 2015
2.00pm-7.00pm

Assembly Hall,
Market Place

Open House Launch
event

28 March 2015
10.00am-2.00pm

Assembly Hall,
Market Place

Open House Launch
event

11 July 2015
12.30pm-3.30pm

Shaw Village Hall

Community Action:
Whitley & Shaw (CAWS)
Community Event

6 September 2015

King George V Park

Stall at Food & River
Festival

19 September 2015

Bowerhill Village Hall

Bowerhill Residents
Action Group (BRAG)
Community Group event
— Community
Engagement

February 2016

Assembly Hall

Public Meeting on health
issues

6 June 2016

Briefing of Melksham
Town Council &
Melksham Without Parish
Council

30 June 2016

Assembly Hall

Melksham Seniors
Community Event

1 July 2016
4.30pm-7.30pm

Melksham Town Hall

Open House
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2 July 2016
10.00am-2.00pm

Melksham Town Hall

Open House

July 2016

Assembly Hall

Melksham Seniors Event

4 September 2016

King George V Park

Food & River Festival

6 September 2016

Assembly Hall

Public meeting on health
issues

5 November 2016 Shaw Primary School | Open House
10.00am-12 noon
8 November 2016 Bowerhill Village Hall | Open House

7.00pm-9.00pm

3 December 2016

Market Place

Xmas Lights Switch-on
event

24 January 2017
6.00pm-8.00pm

Berryfield Village Hall

Engagement Event

9 February 2017
6.00pm-8.00pm

Melksham
Rugby/Football Club,
Oakfields Stadium

Engagement Event

2 March 2017 Assembly Hall Health Meeting
6.30pm
18 May 2017 Whitley Reading Update at Melksham

Rooms

Without Parish Council’s
Annual Parish meeting

10 November 2017
4.00pm-7.00pm

Christie Miller Sports
Centre

Drop-in consultation on
housing sites
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11 November 2017 Guides Hut, King Drop-in consultation on

11.30pm-2.30pm George V Park housing sites
6 January 2020 Oakfields Stadium Update on
7.00pm Neighbourhood Plan at

Area Board Meeting

Description of Events and Activities

3.13 The Steering Group felt it important that all settlements within the neighbourhood
plan area had an opportunity to be involved therefore various consultation ‘open
house’ events were held in both the town and the parish.

27 and 28 March 2015 ‘Open House’ Launch events held in the Assembly Hall

3.14 These events were the first events held to inform residents and seek their views.
These ‘Open House’ events were held between 2.00pm-7.00pm and
10.00am-2.00pm respectively.

3.15 The hall was laid out as a theatre style arrangement for the ‘launch’ events with a
semi-circle configuration of display panels with various topics on such
as education, housing, transport, health & wellbeing and economy/employment.
Residents provided their views using posit-it notes. Several members of the
Steering Group were on hand to discuss queries.

3.16 Feedback from people who attended indicated that it was generally well received.
This event generated ‘Next Steps’, such as collating the various comments under
the various working group topic headings.

1 and 2 July 2016 ‘Open House’ Event, Town Hall held 4.30pm-7.30pm and
10.00am-2.00pm respectively

3.17 Again several consultation boards were available, with people able to add
comments using post-it notes. Several members of the Steering Group were also
on hand to answer any questions.

3.18 Approximately 400 comments were received from those who attended these
events. With a table being drawn up and divided into various subject headings,
such as housing, transport, education, health & wellbeing and
economy/employment

5 and 8 November 2016 ‘Open House’ Events held 10.00am-12 Midday and
7.00pm-9.00pm respectively

3.19 These events were held in Shaw Primary School and Bowerhill Village Hall from
10.00am-12 noon and 7.00pm-9.00pm respectively. The events were held in
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3.20

3.21

conjunction with the local action groups CAWS (Community Action: Whitley &
Shaw) and BRAG (Bowerhill Residents Action Group).

These events were promoted with a half page advertisement in Melksham
Independent News, with articles in various local media, as well as articles in
community newsletters, such as Bowerhill Villager and Connect (Shaw & Whitley
Newsletter) and through the action groups’ networks.

Both these events were well attended and followed a similar information

format used previously. These events generated plenty of questions and
discussion about various issues, such as health care, employment, education and
transport to name but a few, with people leaving comments and questions on
post-it notes provided.

24 January and 9 February 2017 held 6.00pm-8.00pm and 6.00pm-8.00pm
respectively

3.22

3.23

3.24

These events were held in Berryfield Village Hall and Melksham Rugby Club,
Oakfields Stadium, respectively.

Whilst both events were well publicised, with flyers for the event at Oakfields
Stadium in particular being available at various locations, including the fish & chip
shop, Verbena Court (local community centre) and in the local press. The Rugby
Club event was poorly attended, despite the Steering Group’s best efforts, which
was disappointing, as in choosing this venue, it was hoped to attract a lot of the
residents who had recently moved into the East of Melksham estate
(approximately 800 houses). The Berryfield event was held in conjunction with
BASRAG (Berryfield and Semington Road Action Group).

Again various display boards were available, covering the various topic headings,
with post-it notes being available for people to leave any comments.

10 November 2017 — Christie Miller Sports Centre & 11 November 2017 —
Melksham Guides Hut held 4.00pm-7.00pm and 11.30pm-2.30pm respectively

3.25

3.26

Consultation events on the various sites were held at both the Guides Hut, King
George V Park and Christie Miller Sports Centre, Bowerhill. Community
Engagement Consultants, as well as various members of the Steering Group
were in attendance to answer any questions.

The event at Christie Miller, despite being well advertised in the local press, social
media and patrons of Christie Miller being provided with a leaflet advertising the
consultation events with their receipts, unfortunately the consultation was poorly
attended.

Community Area Board

3.27

6 January 2020 — Melksham Rugby Club, Oakfields Stadium at 7.00pm
Both the Chair and Deputy Chair of the Steering Group attended the meeting to a
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packed audience to address various stakeholders of the wider Melksham
community area and local residents on the progress of the plan.

Chair and Vice Chair of Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, Councillors Richard Wood
and Councillor Tony Watts at the Area Board presentation on 6 January 2020 at
Melksham Rugby Club

Community Events

3.28 The Steering Group also had stalls at various community events within the town
during the plan preparation period, such as the Food & River Festival, Carnival
and Christmas Lights Switch on. These events are extremely popular with 500+
people of various age groups at each event, making it a good opportunity for
Steering Group members to keep people up to date on the progress of the plan
and to seek their views.

3.29 Steering Group members also attended various community events within
Melksham Without during the plan preparation period to update from the
Neighbourhood Plan and take back key information to the rest of the Steering
Group. These included Bowerhill Residents’ Community Action Group event and
CAWS Community event in Shaw, which are also very popular and well
supported by their respective communities.

Public Meetings

3.30 Several Members also attended various public meetings and specific groups,
such as over 55s and health meetings to make them aware of the plan and seek
their views.

Questionnaires

3.31 A questionnaire was also sent to local estate agents seeking their views on the
following with regard to industrial units:

¢ What size units are you experiencing demand for?
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e Do you foresee a change in demand as businesses expand or working
practices change?

¢ What specifications and requirements are your enquiries demanding?

e How can Melksham ‘win’ business to this area under a SWOT analysis
(strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, threats)

¢ What industry does the proximity of the railway attract?
With regard to retail the following questions were asked:
e What size are you experiencing demand for?
o As people change their shopping habits and move online how will this change
high street property demand and usage?

Business Survey

3.32 A business online survey was undertaken in late 2015. Various businesses within
the Neighbourhood Plan area were asked to complete the survey.
The survey included various questions such as, sustainable growth of the town
and what the local community could do to encourage local businesses to employ
more local people, how many people were employed by them, what attracted

them to base themselves in Melksham, what facilities did they wish to see
provided locally that would contribute to business life in Melksham.
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SECTION 2 - REGULATION 14 CONSULTATION

Pre-Submission Publicity and Consultation

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 states that before
submitting a plan proposal to the local planning authority, a qualifying body must
publicise in a manner that is likely to bring it to the attention of people who live,
work or carry on business in the neighbourhood area:

e details of the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan

e details of where and when the proposals for a neighbourhood development
plan may be inspected

e details of how to make representations and

e the date by which those representations must be received, being not less than
6 weeks from the date on which the draft proposal is first publicised

e consult any consultation body referred to in paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 whose
interests the qualifying body considers may be affected by the proposals for a
neighbourhood plan and

e send a copy of the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan to the
local planning authority.

This section of the Consultation Statement outlines the approach taken by the
Steering Group to consult on the Draft Melksham Neighbourhood Plan at the
Regulation 14 stage of the process. Several methods were adopted to ensure
that all relevant bodies and parties were informed of the consultation period, as
well as ensuring that local residents were made aware of the consultation period
and provided with opportunities to give their views and comments.

The Regulation 14 consultation period was initially planned to begin in early April
2020, however the national lockdown due to Covid-19 necessitated a temporary
pause. Consultation was finally launched on 1 June 2020 and ran for 8 weeks
until 27 July 2020. The consultation was extended by 2 weeks (over the statutory
requirement of 6 weeks) to Monday 27 July to ensure that people had sufficient
time to respond during the pandemic. The draft Neighbourhood Plan, draft
Consultation Statement and associated draft evidence base reports were
included in this consultation.

The decision to proceed with the consultation was given considerable thought
given the situation with coronavirus pandemic and associated restrictions.
Though it was not possible to hold public events nor have hard copies of the Plan
available throughout the consultation period, the Steering Group ensured that
people who lived, worked or carried out business in the area were aware of the
consultation, how to comment and when by.

This was done through a multi-channel approach, from posted leaflets via Royal
Mail, delivered to 12,854 properties, including businesses in the Neighbourhood
Plan area (SN12 6, 7 & 8 postcode areas), to social media and radio. A full
outline of the approach is set out below in paragraph 4.7. People were invited to
call or email with any questions or for support to access the plan and/or
comments form with the offer to post hard copies to those who would prefer to
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receive the documents in that format. Once the publication of the Melksham
Independent News recommenced on w/c 22 June, 13,500 homes and businesses
in the Plan area received the free newspaper and within it, information about the
consultation and the extension to the consultation deadline.

Melksham Town Council
townhali@melkshamtown.co.uk Tel: 01225 704187

Melksham Without Parish Council
clerk@melkshamwithout.couk Tel: 01225 705700

or have hard copies of the
draft Plan available in public
locations, are invited
to call or with any
qQuestions or for support to

access the mwof the
comments Plou':' keep

If you live, work or carry out business in Melksham and/or
Melksham Without, the draft Neighbourhood Plan needs

your input. We want the community to read the draft Plan YOUR Cha nce to have YOUR Say

and let us know what we have got right, what we have

got wrong and/or what has been missed. g
iy Melksham Neighbourhood Plan
You can view the draft Plan online ———————————————————
www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org

Above: Leaflets, delivered to over 12,000 properties,
including businesses in the Neighbourhood Plan area

4.5 Viewing and Commenting on the Documents. The draft Neighbourhood Plan,
Consultation Statement and associated draft evidence base documents and
feedback forms were available to view and download on the Melksham
Neighbourhood Plan website https://www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org/
during Regulation 14 consultation.

People were directed to this page via the Town and Parish Council’s websites:
www.melkshamtown.co.uk and www.melkshamwithout.co.uk

There were over 3,000 visits to the Neighbourhood Plan website by 2,100
different people.
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THE PLAN ATL WHO? WHIAT? wiiy? NLWS LIBRARY ACCLssIBILTY PRIV,

Notice of Regulation 14 Pre-submission
Consultation and Publicity on the Draft Melksham
Neighbourhood Plan

ME! Melksham Town Council and Melksham Without Parish Council are consulting on a draft
SEIG-RILAFD00  Neighbourhood Plan for a period of 8 weeks between:

Monday 1st June - Monday 27th July (Note: extension of closing date)

Metabam Town Councl and Melkstim Ydthoul Parah Councd have presared a drall Noighbourbood Plan fae the Moksban
Neighbouhivod Arve. The Pl proposes a numbes ol plenming pelices which, once adupled, musl be wed in U
determination of planing eoglicaticns within the Parishes.

In accordance with 1ha Nelghourhcod Plhn (General) Reguiations 2012, Melksham 1own Councll and Melsham without
Partsh Coonct are roquired to publicisa the dra®t Neighbaurhaod Plan and Inite commieres,

The Draft Neighbourhood Plan and supporting d: can be ded from the links at the bottom of
this page. Comments on the Draft Plan can be made using a Comments Form that can also be downloaded
below. Comments can be emailed or posted back and must be received by midnight on Monday 27th July.

the A\-mr: m peovevvd with this conea¥aron has bvan carnfilly considonnd oiwn Biva oxnent sihustion wish ¢ nv\i- 7.
o exwrenilly rxxt st o bl gl oveests o Faeve bard copses oF Bxe cialt Bl svealleiale
Fovilexs Lo cal wr ernad wills anty Questions or for soppxnd (0 aceesy e gl soxdfoe Une corneies

With the publication of the Melksham Independent News w/c 22nd June, which is delivered free of charge to
13,500 homas and businesses In the Plan area, the i has bean extended by 2 weeks to Monday
27th July to ensure that everyone has had a chance to respond.

As we move through July there may be the opportunity to bold some public drop-is sessions if the lockdovn
measures ease, 5o please keep checking the bsite for

Melksham Town Council Melksham Without Parish Counaill
tovnbal@moksham-tegov.uk desk@enciksharmethat onak
Tel: 01225 704187 Tel: 01225 705700

An Introduction to the Melksham Neighbourhood Plan

Above: Screenshot of the Neighbourhood Plan Website
advertising Regulation 14:

X @ Melisham Without Parsh Coun: X @) Web Admin x| +

we | melishamwithout.couk/index.asplpage=nensfid =390
10 Melksham Without) é)n'Twﬂ« the Council's account is @melkshamwithout and . More ’

QUY OF HOURS TELEPHONE NUMBER
1n tha case of urgent Parish matters ]hat cannot wait until the office is cpen plaase ring 07341 478234 More

Melksham C ities to D ine a Shared Vision for their Neighbourhood

During lockdown, woek has continued apace cn the Mesksham Neighbourhood Plan, which is now in draft form and ready for
CONSUNaBoN. THIS is a really Impanant document 10r Our IOCal ComMUNIES in Meksham and Meksham WIENouL, as it heips us all
Geveiop 3 shared vision for the place In which we ive and work, by Influencing the planning prionties In the years 1o come

The technical description of the current ConsURAton work 15 the Reguiation 14 Stage. This simply means that the plan s currendy in
Craf and that responses 10 this Consuitation stage will help shape the final plan

The consultation on the craft plan opens 0n 1 June and Lasts untl midnight on Monday 13 July.

Richard Wood, chak of the Neighbourhood Plan Sieening Group said “whilst the current sfuation means that consultation by drop in
SES3003 30 USE Of VENUES 10 AISpLay hard COpIS 15 NOL QOING 10 e POSSRIE 3t the: moment, the Gral plan wil be widely avakatie
online and hard copies can be posted out 10 thase who request them. Responses received wil help shape the final version of the
Plan, ca which there will be a further consultation. Eventually, there will De 3 referendum on the Plan for residents”

An oniine copy of the pian 15 avaitadle at waw mekshamneohbourhoodolan o9

ANy person o organisation may comment on the Plan

If any prodlems are expenenced accessing the Plan, Comments Form or Evidence Documents, phease get in touch with your Councl
office 50 hard coples 10 be posted 10 you andior 3 visk arranged 10 view them at the Town Hall or Parish Council office, by
apportment

Please contact

Meiksham Town Council

townhali@melsham-ic gov uk

01225704 187

Metksham Without Parish Councit

clerk@melsshamaithout ¢o uk
01225705 700

Above: Screenshot of Melksham Without Parish Council’'s Website, advertising
Regulation 14 Consultation:
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.co.uk 200-intention-to-consult-on-draft; ighbourhood-plan

ISy 1Y S U I TS s s

You are here: | Home / News / Intention to consult on Draft Melksham Neighbourhood Plan Melksham Town
2,727 kes

Intention to consult on Draft

MelkSham NeighbourhOOd Eeﬁrs\o'ycu”llendslc\lkelms

Plan

Notice of ion 14 P C ion and Publicity on the Draft Melksham Neighourhood Plan

Melksham Town Council and Melksham Without Parish Council have prepared a Draft Neighbourhood Plan for the parishes of Melksham Town
and Melksham Without. The Plan proposes a number of planning policies which, once adopted, must be used in the determination of planning

applications within the Parishes.

In with the Plan (General) 2012, Melksham Town Council and Melksham Without Parish Council are

required to publicise the Draft Melksham Neighbourhood Plan and invite comments. Copies of the Plan will be available for public inspection

for six weeks commencing Monday 1st June 2020 and ending at midnight on Monday 13th July 2020.

The decision to proceed with this consultation has been carefully considered, given the current situation with Covid-19. Though we are
currently not able to hold public events or have hard copies of the draft plan available in public locations, people are invited to call or email with

any questions or for support to access the plan and/or the comments form. Please keep checking the website for updates

The draft plan will be available for inspection online at i iplan.org a comments form is also available to

download.

Above: Screenshot of Melksham Town Council’s website, advertising

Regulation 14 consultation:

8 Y ctended-t il

You are here: /| Home / News / CONSULTATION EXTENDED BY 2 WEEKS UNTIL MONDAY 27TH JULY Melksham Town

CONSULTATION EXTENDED
BY 2 WEEKS UNTIL
MONDAY 27TH JULY

The decision to proceed with the Draft neit plan ion has been carefull ic given the current

situation with Covid-19.
With the publication of the Melksham Independent News this week, which is delivered free of charge to 13,500 homes and
businesses in the Plan area, the consultation has been extended by 2 weeks to Monday 27th July to ensure that everyone

has had a chance to respond.

Above: Screenshot of Melksham Town Council website advertising
extension to consultation:
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melkshamwithout.co.uk

Quizsosmo B} @stapon

Welcome  Contactus News Ward Map Communities Your Council History Amenities Links

WELCOME to the parish of MELKSHAM WITHOUT
in the heart of WEST WILTSHIRE

June 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

MELKSHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
STEERING GROUP
intends to consult at pre-submission
Regulation 14 Stage the

Draft Melksham Neighbourhood Plan

covering the areas of Melksham Town

Melksham Without parish

1* June 2020 to Monday 13* July 2020

The draft Plan, Evidence Base Reports and Comments Document

will be available to download from the dedicated website
.

For queries o to request  hard copy please contact
Melksham Without Parish Council

uk | 01225705700

Information

e LitEstNOWS

PUBLIC NOTICE: Intention

Apprenticeship Case Study
- Melksham Without PC

Precept and Budget
2020/21

Privacy Notice & Data
Protection Policies
Sandridge Solar Farm
Community Funding -
2018/19

CIL (Community
Infrastructure Levy)
2018/19

How the parish council use
and store personal data

Melksham Town Coundil :
own.co.uk | 01225 704187 Mlelksham Neighbourhood

Melksham Neighbourhood Plan Plan
oGumton Pre-application meetings

with developers welcomed

from the website, or ring/email to request a hard copy

and send to emai: mapsg@mail.com o by post to: Want to keep in touch?

DT 2C D

Local Transport
Flooding

Soorts Paviion. Tows Hat

Mon 8" June 2020
Dlanainn Pammiian Tam

Above: Screenshot on Melksham Without Parish Council’s website
showing the Public Notice:

4.6 Contacting Statutory Consultees. The draft Plan and associated documents
were shared with a list of statutory consultees in accordance with the
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 as amended. A copy of the
notification sent to statutory consultees, along with the list of contacts to which it
was sent is available in Appendix 2. Others who expressed an interest in being
kept informed on progress of the Plan were also notified.

4.7  Publicity. The Regulation 14 consultation was publicised through a range of
methods, as detailed below.

e Leaflets were delivered to over 12,000 properties by Royal Mail, including
businesses in the Neighbourhood Plan area.
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Articles appeared in Melksham Independent News on 25 June (first edition
after lockdown in March) and 23 July. (Distributed to 13,700+ households in

the Neighbourhood Plan area)

Help create a
shared vision
for your
neighbourhood

DURING lockdown, work
has continued apace on
the Melksham Neighbour-
hood Plan., which is now
in draft form and ready
for consultation.

Melksham Town and
Melksham Without Parish
Councils say, “*This is a re-
ally important document for
our local communities in
Melksham and Melksham
Without, as it helps us all
develop a shared vision for
the place in which we live
and work. by influencing
the planning priorities in the
yvears to come.

“*The technical descrip-
tion of the current consulta-
tion work is the Regulation
14 Stage. This simply
means that the plan is cur-
rently in draft and that re-
sponses to this consultation
stage will help shape the
final plan.

“*The consultation on the
draft plan opens today [1
June] and lasts until mid-
night on Monday 13 July. *

Richard Wood. chair of
the Neighbourhood Plan
steering group said, “Whilst
the current situation means
that consultation by drop-in
sessions and use of venues
to display hard copies is not

going to be possible at the
moment., the draft plan will
be widely available online
and hard copies can be
posted out to those who re-
quest them.

“Responses received will
help shape the final version
of the plan. on which there
will be a further consulta-
tion. Ewventually. there will
be a referendum on the plan
for residents™.

An online copy of the
plan is available at
www.melkshamneighbour-
hoodplan.org

Any person or organisa-
tion may comment on the
plan.

If any problems are ex-
perienced accessing the
plan, comments form or ev-
idence documents, please
get in touch with your coun-
cil office so hard copies can
be posted to you and/or a
visit arranged to view them
at the Town Hall or Parish
Council office, by appoint-
ment. Please contact:

Melksham Town Coun-
cil: townhall@melksham-
tc.gov.uk; 01225 704 187

Melksham Without
Parish Council: clerk@
melkshamwithout.co.uk:
01225 705 700.

TURN TO PAGE 28
FOR MORE DETAILS

Above: Article 25 June edition of Melksham News
(First edition since Lockdown in March)
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Still time to create a
shared vision for
your neighbourhood

THERE is still time to have
your say on the proposed
Melksham Neighbourhood
Plan.

The plan - which is in draft
form and under consultation -
helps to develop a shared vision
for the communities of Melk-
sham and Melksham Without,
for people to live and work, by
influencing the planning prior-
ities in the years to come.

The dca(ﬁ ine for responses to
the draft plan is midnight on
Monday 27th July - and re-
sponses received will help shape
the final version of the plan,
which will also be presented for
public consultation, prior to a
referendum on the plan.

Parish officer at Melksham
Without Parish Council, Lor-
raine McRandle, told Melk-
sham News, “We have had a
great response so far to the con-
sultation - the community is en-
gaging well with the proposal
and sharing their comments on
the policies within the plan.

“We would encourage ev-
ervone in the communitv to

have their say - there is still
time to do so!”

Melksham Without Parish
Council and Melksham Town
Council has been working to-
gether on the project, alongside
a whole host of community
members who form the steer-
ing group.

An online copy of the plan is
available at www.melksham-
neighbourhoodplan.org

Any person or organisation
may comment on the plan.

If any problems are experi-
enced accessing the plan, com-
ments form or evidence
documents, please get in touch
with your council office so
hard copies can be posted to
you and/or make an appoint-
ment to view them at the Town
Hall or Parish Council office.
Please contact:

Melksham Town Council:
townhall@melksham-tc.
gov.uk; 01225 704 187

Melksham Without Parish
Council: clerk@ melksham
without.co.uk; 01225 705 700.

See more details on n6

Above: Article Front Page of Melksham News 23 July 2020 Edition
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Great response to public
consultation on draft
Neighbourhood Plan

THE DMelksham Neigh-
bourhood Plan steering
group would like to say a
huge thank you to every-
one that took the time and
effort to read and submit
comments on the draft
Melksham Neighbour-
hood Plan.

The 8-week public con-
sultation took place during
June and July and closed at
midnight on Monday 27th
July. The steering group

made up of members of

Melksham Without Parish
Council. Melksham Town
Council, Wiltshire Council
and local community mem-
bers. have already met vir-
tually a couple of times in
August to begin the process
of rcvicwing eac and
every comment.

Nearly 100 different
people, organisations and
statutory consultees submit-
ted comments, with almost
300 individual comments
against different policies
and evidence documents.
In addition. there were over
3,000 visits to the Melk-
sham Neighbourhood Plan
website, from over 2,100
different people during the
8-week consultation period.

Despite the consultation
being undertaken during
the current Covid-19 social
isolation measures, which
meant public drop-in ses-
sions were unable to be
held, the response to the
consultation has been good,
and definitely on a par with
other similar consultations
undertaken in comparative
areas before the pandemic
arose.

Wiltshire Council has
congratulated the group on
the way that the consultation
was conducted and the re-
sponse it received. The web-
site has also provided some
interesting statistics such as
1.500 people viewed the
plan by a desktop computer,
1.200 by mobile phone and
275 by tablet. The website
had been specifically up-
graded before the consulta-
tion to ensure it met
accessibility standards. and
for ease of viewing by dif-
ferent devices.

You may have seen some
of the many “‘talking heads™
videos that were on the
website and on local social
media sites, that utilised
local people to explain dif-
ferent aspects of the plan
and the process. Nearly 800

eople watched the videos
Tom a link on the website.
but there were over 26,000
people reached by Face-
book with nearl 14,000
videos watched g‘mn that
link. This is exactly the sort
of access that the steering
group wanted to achieve, to
reach out and engage with
members of the public that
may not normally be inter-
ested in planning policies!

For those not online,
members of the public
could ring either the town or
parish council and ask for a
hard copy to be posted to
them, and the consultation
was initially advertised by a
leaflet delivered to every
dwelling (business and do-
mestic) in the plan area.

During September, the
comments will all be re-
viewed and assessed. with
recommendations being
made to amend policies and
the draft plan where appro-
priate. There will also be
recornmencl']txone on what
to do about issues raised by
residents that are out of the
scope of the plan, which
has to reflect planning pol-
icy and land use only.

The final version of the
plan is then submitted to
Wiltshire Council who un-
dertake their own formal
consultation, this will give
you as local people who
live, work and run a busi-
ness in the plan area, an-
other chance to have yvour

say. Once those comments
have been assessed and any
adjustments made, then the
plan is submitted to the
government’s E\llanning in-
spection for their assess-
ment. Once that has been
tested for soundness by the
inspector and any adjust-
ments made, then you all
get your say again, by a
majority vote at a referen-
dum. Under current overar-
ching national government
Covid-19 po]u.y. no elec-
tions or referendums can be
held until May 2021. but
because of that ruling,
neighbourhood plans that
have gone through the con-
sultation and inspection
process, take on more
weight in determining plan-
ning applications before
they can finally be voted
on. Then, with a favourable
majority, it will become an
adopted plan to determine
future housing develop-
ments and other planning
policy issues in the Melk-
sham area.

Look out for more up-
dates in the Melksham
News as the plan pro-
gresses, you can also visit
the dedicated website
https://www.melksham-
neighbourhoodplan.org/
and Facebook page.

A big thank you again to
all of you that took part in
shaping the future of Melk-
sham and Melksham With-
out.

Have your say on
Beanacre solar farm

A PLANNING applica-
tion has been submitted
to Wiltshire Council for
the proposed new solar
farm in Beanacre.

The Wick Solar Farm
proposes to build a 50-
megawaltt solar farm on ap-
proximately 200 acres of
land at Wick Farm,
Beanacre — between West-
lands L.ane to the south and
Folly Lane to the north.

The consultation is open
for comments until Thursday
24th September, and a deci-
sion on the plans by Wilt-
shire Council is expected by
the end of November.

Prior to submission of
the planning application,

JBM Solar conducted a
public consultation. Initial
concerns raised by resi-
dents about the plans in-
cluded the impact on their
view from their properties,
its impact on local wildlife,
and its impact on ﬂoodmg
in Westlands Lane.

In response to the con-
cerns, JBM Solar revised
their plan, explaining it will
have “less impact on the
local environment’.

To comment on the plan-
ning application visit the
Wiltshire Council planning
website and search using the
reference 20/06840/ FUL.
www.wiltshire.gov.uk plan-
ning-applications-search

Above: Article 3 September Edition of Melksham News
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PAGE 18 25TH JUNE 2020 www.melkshamnews .com

Melksham Town Council and Melksham Without Parish |
Council are consulting on a draft Neighbourhood L
Plan for a period of 8 weeks between bourhood Pla
Monday 1st June - Monday 27th July b ;i m,ﬂma,,gﬂm ]
If you live, work, or carry out business in Lis?l'()n 1st June - Mon 27th July 3
Melksham and/or Melksham Without, the draft s — |
Neighbourhood Plan needs your input. We want - =5iE e |
the community to read the draft Plan and let us y

know what we have got right, what we have
got wrong and/or what has been missed.

www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org

PLANNING WITH YOU FOR YOU!

after all, in the past it's been done by ‘them’ — Wiltshire Council. But that's changing, and we now have a real opportunity

I n the past many communities have felt that they have little influence over what's decided in terms of planning policy,
to shape the future of the whole Melksham area much more (but not entirely) the way we — you — us want it.

cusing on things the planning system can genuinely  some ‘priorities’ and projects to try fo ensure that develop-

influence (protection of open space, housing devel- ments deliver community benefits such as the importance of
opment etc.). But it can also cover other things to help make  addressing infrastructure provision, improved footpaths and
Melksham an even better place to live, work and visitin the  tree planting.

HAVE YOUR SAY

O ur Neighbourhood Plan will make a difference by fo-  future. So, as well as the formal policies, our Plan will include

downloaded from the website. Comments can be emailed

not expect you to look at everything, so
or posted back and must be received by midnight on 2 Y Y 9

please don't feel overwhelmed but look

omments on the draft Plan can be made using a form
C 9 There are lots of documents, and we do

Monday27th July, ! at the key documents — the draft
The decision to proceed with this consultation has been carefully Neighbourhood Plan and then any
considered given the current situation with Covid-19. Though we are evidence reports on topics that interest
currently not able to hold public events or have hard copies of the you. You don't need to comment on
draft Plan available in public locations, people are invited to call or everything, just the things that are
email with any questions or for support to access the Plan and/or the important to you.

comments form. You should have received a leaflet through your
door the first week in June, but we have extended the deadline by a
further two weeks, now that we have been able to make you aware
through the Melksham News, to ensure that everyone has had a
chance to respond. Please keep checking the website for updates.

If you are not online, then please contact
us and we can make arrangements to
send you a copy of the plan or arrange
a time to view if, by appointment.

Melksham Town Council Melksham Without Parish Council

townhall@melksham-tc.gov.uk clerk@melkshamwithout.co.uk
01225 704187 01225 705700

Above: Advert 25 June & 23 July Edition of Melksham News
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Summer NewsleHer ..o

MELKSHAM WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL
Sports Pavilion, Westinghouse Way, Bowerhill, Melksham, SN12 6TL « 01225 705700

Clerk Teresn 80

e & Chair Richuand Wl

COVID-19

he Covid-19 pandemic has af-

fected every aspect of daily life,
and for the parish councllthere ks
been no excep!

The Lu\mu\ r»FIuE is closed. ‘M!h the
stalf working from howe.
no public council mectings at present,
and %o these are being held remotely but

E

as nesidents and interested parties you and m

participate virtually o watch by

local noticeboards, and it gives full de-

tails of how (0 get invalved
The play areas are all still closed
under the current Government suidance.
but the parish council have continued ta
cut the grass and empty the bins in the
public upen spaves sce e lockdown
began: to ensure that residents have 1IIC
space and opporiuni daily
meeting others within the Social dis-
tancing rules,
The co

1 staff have faken an ac
p-ordinating the
Joint Melkshom Community Response

raject with members of the Town

o
Council Melksh:
some of their fim

i e e i pe
have a lasting positive Jegacy (0 come
e
we find ourselves 1y for
e ity vl 3
who were socially isoluted long hefone
the lockdown began

If you need help as you are self-isolating - or can offer help as a volunteer
~ then please ring 01225 809265 or visit www.melkshamcommunity.co.uk

il el e e arctier
Ietter from Wi Council re-
garding the (unmmnl[y Governance

ean to you?
Peric se reviews are under-
taken by Wilishin Council 10 look at pos-
sible changes (@ electoral arrangerments in
Wiltshire™s towns mll parishes.  Lots of
propusals bud bee ed by Wilishire
Council and were wwueu on, and they
have now made thei imendations
A Wk BN . skl fes)
about the proposals they have recom-
mended.
Melksham Without Parish Council hud
put furward three propusals for changes in
Doundaries and Melkoham Town Council
have proposed to merge both councils,
Wiltshire Council are recommending,
that the merper DOES NOT take place,
this is Recommendation 12. If you agrec
with this you will necd to comment
“YES” whereas during the last round of
consultation you would have had to have
commented “NO',
iltshine Council have agreed with the
proposals for the new bousing Jevelop

PUBLIC

puces and Am
eyt enjoy, and
they eertainly have been very busy over
m Iast 3 months, with many residents

them initially for daily exercise
and then for meeting up with others For
picnics and u ch:

They are for (he benefit of everyone and
we.do ask that you respect the social dis-
wncing rules in place at any one time, 1f
you have brought u picnic or takeaway o
dim of he Stayin el pledst do ik
abaut faking your rbbish home with you
it will be much lighter an the journcy
home!) and if you dre unable
please use the bins provided. The parish
council staff are spending o lot of time and
effort conlinually picking up strewn litter,
and we have found broken glass in arcas
Frequented by Jots of poople, parficu
children.
blue waste bins in the car park at Bower-
hill Sports Field. pleﬂc feel free to use
these if the bins ar full.

The Bowerhill Puwlmn changing room
Facilities remain closed under the curent
Governmen has hecn
lovely 10 see the children retarning o foot-
hall training in small groups on the field
and groups execisiog there 100. The parish
council have taken the opportunity o im-
pisn e e el ot
whilst the arasstoats fuutball s
heen cur short. Shaw Playing Ve rm
suffered (rom some mindless praffiti.
which s a shame as it spoils the enjoyment
af viliers,

WANT TO KEEP IN TOUCH?

There are large commercial g1

menrs at Hunters Wood and Sandridge
Place 10 move from Melksham Without Lo
Melksham  Town and these are
Recommendation 1

Melksham Without Parish Council have
withdrawn their request for a boundary
change with Seend 1o mave the BR.
(Bowerhill Residents Action Croup) pie-
nic area and Giles Woud from Seend o
Melksham Without,

You can review the background
and reasans why the

s e~ and
coument on what vou think sbout
them — st hitp:/fwwiwiltshire gov.uk
numml democracy cpr

Melkshan/Melksham  Without

schemes are on pages 40- ﬂi\m the Draft

Recommendat and you can
comment by clicking on e ik for Con-
gulipiiss on Deskt Recommendgitets

calin forcomments s 10t ul
cted to be made Ln
\vilumre Lolmcil in sepremmr. Any

changes will come into effect for the
parish and town coun
May 2021,

he grass cutting at the public open
space at Hornchurch Read at Bowerhill
Has now been taken prer by the p.lmll
ouncil from Wiltshire

is still 10 imprave the S g
of grass for informal games. where the

rass will be kepr shart, but the plan 1o
have a wildflower meadow in a area of the
ficld has been put on bold until next year
“The arass has been kept short this Spring
o allow for daily exercise and if the grass

in that area was now lell kinger there Th

FML0S Yo e A 5 (L.

A new picnic bench has been pro-

Vided by BRAG (Bowerhill Residents

Action Groupt with funding from local

Bowerhill company Gompels Healtheare,
Wiltshire Council a

some of their public open space Tand with
areas of grass that are only cut in April,
August and Sepiember and this includes an

atea of the large grass drea behind Welling-

on Facebook

on Instagram (&

till be cut
e football gosl
ed to the Parish
for you to have a look
Wik hout ik
Both Wilishire Council and the parish
‘eouncil get many requests for grass cutting
b ek Sk Wi Sy i o
s cutting ot o be done torallow e
Rl to Mlourish, and all pa
siriving to achieve the right balance
The parish cow & bren working
o0 3 projoct wifh the fown council fo de-
op the former George Ward scl
playing fields into a mini country park.
now known as Shurnhold Fields, They
will now be sesking the relevant permis-
sians to install o small car park 1 spaces)
annd ismprove the access off Dunch Lane fut
vehicles. There are an enfhusiastic group
of wolenisc, toe Weiemh of Shnrmliobt
Fields and they have been carmying
regular working parties and the dfower
meadow sown at the end of the Autumn is
Curcoly 13 flowes ek worih s VEAl
s Is & ot boar at e fel entrance
with details of haw fo gt in fonch
wish o mhnnrcr und they huve the
facchook pagn Eriends of Shornheld
eld

ton Drive in Bowerhill, i
regularly at the end

on twitter ¥

Melksham Without

@melkshamwithout
melkshamwithoutpc

BERRYFIELD
VILLAGE HALL

Jart of s comamnigy. In
fact, they are the
focal point Tor k1 i &

oy pre r
e o vt
.

rently in Berryfield Park. & Semington Road Action
The g seplicuion. Oroup)

deselopment on
0 Rod, with fusdli

will rsplace the temporary b3l you would like 1o
il b . i BASAG el Enow e

MELKSHAM
NEIGHBOURHOOD

Drafdf b
ourhood Plan

he draft Mel gh- videos expluining about bow the Plan
bourhood Plas Is eurrently relates to housine, health facilties,
out for consultation and the natural nvironment, transport,
being sought. achaals cic and these can a1l be found
qualifying on e dedicuted Plan website
o2 foiny on mu praject wwwmelkshamneighbourhood lan.org
with the town council. as well s @ we hope some of you will have scen
elE et o Eommmty membees. (e o apesal madla e, W e
who form the Steering Group. The very aware that nol everyone has
group really does Want 1o hear the  coss 1 view and comment on things
Views on the palicies propased. from c. und so do please mive the
all those who live, work. and run aparish council — or the town council
ss in Melksham and Melksham — a ring and we can amange alerna-
Without. This is your opportunity totive arrangements. Cnee planning ap-
belp shapathe plamiing plltie . gl ke beon spmrbaei akl
e R af he area, 4 il 8 deaf (e spads il the Enoued K6 2 10
Bl o all imiioerdi il o o e ik Stz Sl 1oyt
Sllmmitby the Siering Getip. Ioeil efmes el e
statutory consultation, and s we move theough July there may be
47 lots of gvidence doguments tha the apportunity 1o hold same public
Hive 1o b proviled.bulplemsdont drop-in sessicws. i te. lockiown
. have a look at the es case, 50 please keep check-
Gk P ou only need (0-com- i e ataie a0 Facabock ks
ment on ifems of inferest 1o yau, not for _information in the
everything. There ure o series of anam N

BOWERHILL
VACANCY

nere is still a vacancy for a Councillor in the Boweehill Ward fol-
wing e tseuiion of LU aitund Fonies e S ot Tt
v, but unfortunately all elections have been postponed by the
Goverament unil May 2021, when the parish councll sletions wil be
held as well as those for Wiltshire Council.

5

or visit our website
www.melkshamwithout.co.uk

Above: Melksham Without Parish Council Newsletter

Melksham Without Parish Council’s Newsletter 25 June edition of Melksham
News
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e Article in the Wiltshire Times 1 June.

@ wiltshiretimes.co.uk/news/18489260.consultation-melksham-neighbourhood-plan-begins/

Above: Screenshot of article in Wiltshire Times Online:

[« ion on the i hood Plan begins

0000 5 ocerm

Residents are now able to view Melksham’s long-awaited
Neighbourhood Plan and give their feedback.

Work on Melksham’s Neighbourhood Plan has continued throughout
lockdown and the draft is now ready for consultation.

From today (June 1) until Monday, July 13, where public response will
help to shape and update the important document before a local
referendum.

Richard Wood, chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group said:
“Whilst the current situation means that consultation by drop-in
sessions and use of venues to display hard copies is not going to be
possible at the moment, the draft plan will be widely available online
and hard copies can be posted out to those who request them.

“Responses received will help shape the final version of the Plan, on
which there will be a further consultation. Eventually, there will be a
referendum on the Plan for residents.”

The draft plan can be viewed online at
www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org

Any person or organisation may comment on the plan.

e Via Neighbourhood Plan Facebook Page
e Leaflets in various locations, throughout the Neighbourhood Plan area such as
Cooke Automotive in Bowerhill, Whitley Golf Club, The Pear Tree in Whitley

and in the Whitley adopted phonebox/lending library.

e Through both the Town Council and Parish Council’s websites.

e Via Social Media ie Facebook, Twitter and Instagram of both Councils

book com/pg/melksham town/videos/ref=page internal

T
(3 10

Melksham Town
@melksham town

Home
About
Photos.
Reviews
Events
Videos
Posts
Groups

Communty

Above: Screenshot from Melksham Town Council Website

#smre | 7 sugestEats | BlockPage © Send Message

All Videos

Melksham's Neighbourhood P
consultation on the draft is open...

's Neighbourhood Plan
ion on the draft s open...

Melksham’s Neighbourhood Plan - Melksham's Neighbourhood Plan - Melksham's Neighbourhood Plan -

consultation on the draft is open...  consultation on the draft is open...

consultation on the dratt is open...
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¢ Information circulated to various community groups such as BASRAG, BRAG,
Beanacre Community Group and CAWS

o Melksham Rail User Group Newsletter 1 June 2020:
http://www.mrug.org.uk/mrugnews 202006.pdf

Home  Tools mrugnews 202006 (... X

e @ B Q @® @ ¢ /s AR MO @ s - {-

Melksham Neighbourhood Plan
from http://www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org/

Melksham Town Council and Melksham Without Parish Council are consulting on a draft
Neighbourhood Plan for a period of 6 weeks between: Monday 1st June - Monday 13th July

The plan web site
includes a series
of videos
introducing each
of the topic areas
covered in the
plan.

Click on “More
Introductory

Videos” at from
the main web site
link above.
Environment (Sustainable Energy) Transport
From page 53 of the draft plan

“This policy helps meet objective 9: Supporting improved transport infrastructure for the increasing
Melksham population. ..and objectivel0: Encouraging journeys by rail together with improving cycle and
walking routes thus reducing the need to travel by car.”

Draft Policy 11: Sustainable Transport and Active Travel

Above: Extract from Melksham Railway Users Groups Newsletter 1 June 2020

e Wiltshire Council’s Community Matters (3 June 2020 Edition):

C 0 @ ocmuishregousk

Home ” News H Events H Volnteer H Project Bank | YouthActies ” Suppent H ConatUs H Grants H Sexch } Login

MELKSHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN - FORMAL NOTICE OF CONSULTATION

o | By Pater Dunford

:-_:;_l'i@ﬂﬁm ?‘ Make a Post rosT |
9

Monday 1% June 2020 You rust e ogged 110 3333 post

Do Gousches o~ People’s Postcode...

FORMAL NOTICE OF CONSULTATION ON THE REGULATION 14 STAGE OF 'PEOP'-E S MareResg

MELKSHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (1] (€] ecnmpe—

TRUST
n 511 ctschodule 1 of he or ¥
uton 14C 1 June 2020 unl 13 July 2020 e 3 percd of
PROECT
weels Wiltshire Council Get A... 2=
. ows
0 e s BIEHS GEY  fo weeks . SR
Jocatens, g
g

The drat plan wil be avalabe fo spectin ole at i melsh

plan ey 2 comments fom is aso avaladie to Gownload

Becky Brown

Iyouh: (obie for hard copies to
g be th 8 i ofice, by agpoinument Please contact B The Youn Acvertuce Tust s 2 egistered youth cevelo
Linda Robens, ek, Mekshan Ton Councl. knda fobens@melishamt govuk o tlephone 01225 TOH1ST
Teresa Strange, Clerk 05700 Repair cafe
" v Suve
2020 e “The UK geneaes 26m ornes tvase ey e yea
r i "
Regulten 16 sage.
Peeny Finer
Yours fathaty - o e 1 el i s e s
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Press Release sent to local news stations such as BBC Wiltshire, Points West
and West Country and local radio such as Wiltshire Radio.

Various local community groups were contacted.

Businesses where email addresses were available (as well as via leaflet drop

in SN12 6, 7 & 8 postal areas).

Those who had expressed an interest in being kept up-to-date on progress of

the plan, after attending public events or Neighbourhood Plan meetings (162

individuals)

Shared via social media with other local groups: George Ward Garden
Residents Group, Sandridge Place Residents Group, Sham Shout Outs,
Sham Shout Outs Group, Spotted: Melksham Town, Spotted Melksham Town,
Melksham East Residents Group, Sandridge Place Residents Group,
Shurnhold & Roundpond Residents Group, Melksham Community Group,
Melksham Oak School Information Page, Melksham Discussions, Historic
Melksham, Melksham Now and Then, Woodrow and Local Community,
Melksham Frugal Families, Wiltshire Women in Business, Melksham Mums
and Dads Social Group, Primrose Drive, Conigre Mead Nature Reserve,
Rewilding Melksham Area, Shurnhold Fields, Melksham Memories, Melksham
Families, Forest Community Centre and Melksham Business Club

Melksham Town Council Business News Bulletins 4 June, 18 June & 7 July:

7486ad68/business-news-from-melksham-town-council-4923118

Need any advice?
Call or email us:

Editors:
David McKnight
Miriam Zaccarelli

01225704 187

Melksham Town Council
www.melkshamtown.co.uk

Market Day

every TUESDAY 9am - 2pm
The Market Place

SN12 6ES

Social Media Hashtag:
#Melksham

Keep the profile of
#Melksham high

Melksham
Neighbourhood Plan
Consultation open 1 June
until midnight on 13 July
www.melkshamneighbourh
oodplan.org

requiring employers to contribute to furloughed
employees' salaries from August.

The timetable for the scheme going forward, plus further
guidance on flexible furloughing and how employers
should calculate claims is available

here. https:/bit.ly/37DFBJv

New Website to Support the Reopening of Melksham
High Street

Melksham Town Council is shortly launching a new
website to support businesses reopening on the High
Street. Inclusion on the site —
www.onthemelkshamhighstreet.co.uk is straightforward,
easy and free for businesses. Local residents can find
out which businesses are open, when and how to
contact them. Just call or email the Town Hall for a chat.
townhall@melksham-tc.gov.uk or 01225 704 187

COVID-19 Business Re-opening Pack

This pack has just been launched by Wiltshire Council to
help businesses re-open their premises as safely as
possible and in line with government guidance.

An digital version of the pack is available
here: http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/downloads/22995

Melksham Town Council is Refreshing its 1-hour
parking charge redemption scheme

To coincide with the High Street re-opening, post
lockdown, Melksham Town Council is refreshing its 1-
hour parking charge redemption scheme. Visitors to the
town centre, paying for parking, buy a ticket in the
normal way and take the duplicate to a participating
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e Melksham Town Council Community Newsletter 23 July - Screenshot below
(link to page circulated to 68 community Groups)

»/melksham-community-groups-newsletter-10822410

Neighbourhood Plan

The Neighbourhood Plan is about local people deciding what type of development
takes place and where. If you haven't yet had a chance to comment, the
consultation is drawing to a close and you have until 27 July to get your thoughts in.
All the maps, documents and comment forms are

here https://www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org/ as well as some introductory
videos explaining why the Plan is so important.

o Stall at Tuesday Market on 21 July in the Market Place towards the end of the
consultation:

0
R

@ Teresa Strange MelkshamWithout
d G

There is 3 week left to comment on the draft
Melksham Neighbourhood Plan and this moring
we are in the Market Place amongst the market
stalls. Stop by and have a socially distanced chat
and find out more!

Above: Notification on Melksham Without Parish Council’'s Facebook Page advertising
stall at Melksham Market Place

¢ Notices on various noticeboards within the Neighbourhood Plan area (Approx
15), such as outside both the Town Hall and Pavilion (Melksham Without
offices), Library, Shaw, Whitley, Beanacre, Berryfield and Bowerhill.

4.8 As part of the publicity, videos involving various local people and businesses
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were created to promote the plan. These were available to view on the
Neighbourhood Plan website and uploaded to the Town and Parish Council’s
Facebook pages, as well as other social media platforms and attracted the

following views:

Video Name People Video Name People
Reached Reached
What is a Neighbourhood Plan? | 74 Housing 3696
How Does it affect me? 3117 Business Retail 5061
Who is Doing It? 88 Business 4039
How can | be heard? 136 Natural Environment 4478
What Next? 103 Environment (Sustainable | 2743
Energy)
Health & Wellbeing 132 Transport 196
216
Youth & Wellbeing 420 How Does this Plan Affect
Me
Childrens’ Facilities 1943 TOTAL 26442

Regulation 14 Consultee Comments and Responses

5.1 Comparison with Regulation 14 responses from other Wiltshire Market towns?
illustrates that the response levels are comparable to formal consultation
undertaken under usual circumstances.

Wiltshire Council congratulated the group on the way the consultation was

conducted and the response it received, given the current pandemic.

5.2

Neighbourhood Plan was as follows:

Number of Statutory Consultee responses received
Number of responses received from developers/landowners

11
11

The number of individual responses received to the Pre-Submission Draft

2 Calne had a total of 72 respondents (with around 150 individual representations) and Corsham had 75
(with 221 individual representations) at the Reg 14 stage
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5.3

Number of responses received from local organisations 5
Number of written responses received from residents 69

Total number of responses received 96

The individual responses sometimes referred to multiple policies, therefore the
individual number of representations was just under 300.

Some of the key general points and suggestions raised during the consultation
included:

Make it as reader friendly as possible: produce an Executive Summary and
Glossary of Terms

Include paragraph numbers

Plan Period should be extended (Wiltshire Council suggested - 2030)
Wiltshire Council consider that the draft Plan has been prepared positively with
a proactive attitude to achieving the desired outcomes of the parish, and that
care has been taken to understand how the NDP can support the strategic
development needs set out in the WCS and plan positively to support local
development.

The main issue for residents of Melksham and Melksham Without was the
allocation of housing at Whitley (Draft Policy 7) and the By-pass which is
included as a local priority to engage with but outside of the scope of the Plan,
and many commented on issues related to services, facilities (concern related
to housing growth and facilities such as GP surgeries and schools) along with
Green Infrastructure.

Developer and landowner representative comments principally related to the
allocation of housing sites around the edge of Melksham with some highlighting
that the neighbourhood plan does not have to wait for the local plan to make
allocations it just needs to demonstrate that there is a need for the sites and
that it is in accordance with the spatial strategy.

Statutory Consultees were broadly supportive, highlighting points of detail to
improve the Plan content.

Melksham Neighbourhood Plan
Published by Teresa Strange MelkshamWithout @ - 18 August - @

This afternoon the Melksham Neighbourhood Plan steering group
took its first look at the headlines/overview from the recent public
consultation. Thankyou to everyone that submitted comments. These
will now be reviewed with updates to follow.

1,512 152
People reached Engagements Boost post

Above: Facebook Post — 18 August, showing Members of the Neighbourhood Plan

Steering Group (via Zoom) taking a first look at public consultation comments received
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All comments were logged, along with any suggestions/proposals made by respondents
and can be seen in Appendix 4 (all personal information is redacted) and Appendix 5.
The responses were considered by the Steering Group, and where appropriate,
amendments were made to the Plan and evidence base.

See Appendix 4 for the complete log of comments made and the Steering Group’s

responses where appropriate. The appendix also includes a table to show the
Regulation 14 policies and amended Regulation 15 policies.
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Appendices

Appendix 1 - Articles in the Melksham News

Appendix 2 - Regulation 14 Consultation Material

Appendix 3 — Post Reg 14 Policy Revision Table

Appendix 4 - Overall Responses Table (separate document)

Appendix 5 - Full Responses where Summarised in Overall Table (separate document)
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Appendix 1: Articles from Melksham News
Links to articles on the Neighbourhood Plan:
03/09/20 Edition — digital version: htips://edition.pagesuite-

professional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=89c500b0-
58e1-4b06-be35-1af067351331

Great Response to Public Consultation Article
http://melkshamnews.com/2020/09/02/great-response-to-public-consultation-on-draft-
neighbourhood-plan/

23/07/20 Edition — digital version: https://edition.pagesuite-
professional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=c0cd215e-
4916-4803-920e-003f9d36570a Neighbourhood Plan Advert - Page 6

Still Time to Create a Shared Vision Article on Front Page -
http://melkshamnews.com/2020/07/22/still-time-to-create-a-shared-vision-for-your-
neighbourhood/

Neighbourhood Plan Advert - Page 6 — see digital version.

25/06/20 Edition — digital version: https://edition.pagesuite-
professional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=cfd640dc-
8aac-45c8-9fde-bb3627d93991

Article - Page 11 — Help Create a Share Vision for Your Neighbourhood —
see digital version.

Neighbourhood Plan Advert - Page 18 — see digital version.

Melksham Without Parish Council Newsletter - Page 27 — see digital version.

16/01/2020 Edition — digital version: htips://edition.pagesuite-
professional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=13635e85-
Oabe-483a-9978-144ba02e729b Neighbourhood Plan Advert Pages 16/17

Residents make their views known over Melksham Neighbourhood Plan — 14/02/18
http://melkshamnews.com/2018/02/14/residents-make-their-views-known-over-
melksham-neighbourhood-plan/

‘We need to think outside the box” Resident sparks debate over neighbourhood plan —
13/02/19
http://melkshamnews.com/2019/02/13/we-need-to-think-outside-the-box-resident-
sparks-debate-over-neighbourhood-plan/

What'’s important to you in Melksham? — 04/07/18
http://melkshamnews.com/2018/07/04/whats-important-to-you-in-melksham/

‘We need a vision for Melksham!” Council to create visionary document for town’s future
—25/04/18
http://melkshamnews.com/2018/04/25/we-need-a-vision-for-melksham-council-to-create-
visionary-document-for-towns-future/
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Still time to add your views about future housing in Melksham - 13/12/17
http://melkshamnews.com/2017/12/13/still-time-to-add-your-views-about-future-housing-
in-melksham-3/

Is there a green space in Melksham you feel needs protecting? — 30/08/17
http://melkshamnews.com/2017/08/30/is-there-a-green-space-in-melksham-you-feel-
needs-protecting/

Neighbourhood plan gets council approval - 04/01/17
http://melkshamnews.com/2017/01/04/neighbourhood-plan-gets-council-approval/

Villages to get say on neighbourhood plan — 02/11/16
http://melkshamnews.com/2016/11/02/villages-to-get-say-on-neighbourhood-plan/

Neighbourhood Plan Open House meeting — 18/05/16
http://melkshamnews.com/2016/05/18/neighbourhood-plan-open-house-meeting/

Help shape Melksham’s future with the neighbourhood plan — 13/01/16
http://melkshamnews.com/2016/01/13/help-shape-melkshams-future-with-the-
neighbourhood-plan/

New film about Melksham Neighbourhood Plan — 12/08/15
http://melkshamnews.com/2015/08/12/new-film-about-melksham-neighbourhood-plan/

Neighbourhood Plan website goes live — 15/07/15
http://melkshamnews.com/2015/07/15/neighbourhood-plan-website-qgoes-live/

MELKSHAM 2026: Task Groups tackle Neighbourhood Plan issues — 03/06/15
http://melkshamnews.com/2015/06/03/melksham-2026-task-groups-tackle-
neighbourhood-plan-issues/

Open House to share ideas on Melksham Neighbourhood Plan — 25/02/15
http://melkshamnews.com/2015/02/25/open-house-to-share-ideas-on-melksham-
neighbourhood-plan/

Design a logo for the Melksham 2025 Neighbourhood Plan — 14/01/15
http://melkshamnews.com/2015/01/14/design-a-logo-for-the-melksham-2025-
neighbourhood-plan/

Community will get their say on Neighbourhood Plan — 22/10/14
http://melkshamnews.com/2014/10/22/community-will-get-their-say-on-neighbourhood-

plan/

Neighbourhood plan delay as Melksham councils try to agree terms — 09/04/14
http://melkshamnews.com/2014/04/09/neighbourhood-plan-delay-as-melksham-
councils-try-to-agree-terms/

Melksham’s councils join forces to plan town’s future — 29/01/14
http://melkshamnews.com/2014/01/29/melkshams-councils-join-forces-to-plan-towns-
future/
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Appendix 2: Regulation 14 Consultation Material

ﬁl\lnys(’:‘:maul

& Melksham
#p%= Without

@*' Parish Council

Plom

?sham Nelghbburhood Plan_i

www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org

Friday 29 May 2020

Dear Statutory Consultee/Consultee

FORMAL NOTICE OF CONSULTATION ON THE REGULATION 14 STAGE OF
MELKSHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

In accordance with the requirements of Paragraph 1 of schedule 1 of

the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012, | am writing to let you know
that the Melksham Neighbourhood Plan will be out for Regulation 14 Consultation from
Monday 1 June 2020 until 13 July 2020 for a period of 6 weeks.

The decision to proceed with this consultation has been carefully considered, given the
current situation with Covid-19. Though we are currently not able to hold public events
or have hard copies of the draft plan available in public locations, people are invited to

call or email with any questions or for support to access the plan and/or the comments

form. Please keep checking the website for updates.

The draft plan will be available for inspection online at
www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org a comments form is also available to download.

If you have any problems accessing the Plan, Comments Form or Evidence Documents
please get in touch so that we can arrange for hard copies to be posted to you and/or a
visit be arranged to view them at the Town Hall or Parish Council office, by appointment.
Please contact:
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Linda Roberts, Clerk, Melksham Town Council:
linda.roberts@melksham-tc.gov.uk or telephone 01225 704187

Teresa Strange, Clerk, Melksham Without Parish Council:
clerk@melkshamwithout.co.uk or telephone 01225 705700

All representations must be received by either Melksham Town Council or Melksham
Without Parish Council no later than midnight on Monday 13 July 2020. All
representations will be available* and will be considered by both Councils in producing
the final plan, which will then be submitted to Wiltshire Council for Regulation 16
consultation and Independent Examination.

(*with personal information redacted). We will share information of who was contacted with Wiltshire
Council to enable contact again at the Regulation 16 stage.

Yours faithfully

Linda Roberts Teresa Strange
Clerk Clerk
Melksham Town Council Melksham Without Parish Council
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Appendix 2 - List of Consultees

Organisation

Contacted at Reg
147 (Y/N)

Local Authority/Planning Authority/Town/Parish
Council

Local Authority/Planning Authority

Wiltshire Council, Spatial Planning

< |=<

Melksham Town Council (MTC):

Linda Roberts, Town Clerk

Councillor Caroline Andrewes (Resigned)

Councillor Pat Aves

Councillor Sue Brown

Councillor Vanessa Fiorelli

Councillor Jon Hubbard

Councillor Kathy lles

Councillor Clive Jefferies

Councillor Geoff Mitcham

Councillor Martin Pain

Councillor Hayley Spencer-lliman

Councillor Terri Welch

Councillor Richard Wiltshire

Councillor Tony Watts

Councillor Adrienne Westbrook

Councillor Mike Sankey

<<= == === |=<|<]=<]|=<|<]<]|<|<

Melksham Without Parish Council (MWPC)

Teresa Strange, Clerk

Councillor Richard Wood

Councillor John Glover

Councillor Alan Baines

Councillor Paul Carter

Councillor Terry Chivers

Councillor Greg Coombes

Councillor Nick Holder

Councillor David Pafford

Councillor Mary Pile

Councillor Robert Shea-Simonds

Councillor Paul Taylor

Councillor Stuart Wood (Resigned)

<<= <= |=<|=|=<[<|=<[<]|<|=<
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Area Board (other than MTC & MWPC):

Councillor Jonathon Seed

Councillor Phil Alford

Area Board Manager

<|=<|=<

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Members:

Clir Richard Wood, Chair (MWPC), Education

Clir Tony Watts, Deputy (MTC)

Shirley McCarthy, Environment

Colin Harrison (Chamber of Commerce)

Mike Sankey, Community Member

Clir Adrienne Westbrook (MTC)

ClIr John Glover (MWPC)

Clir Phil Alford, Wiltshire Council

Rolf Brindle, Transport Lead

Teresa Strange (MWPC)

Linda Roberts (MTC)

Lorraine McRandle (MWPC)

Patsy Clover (MTC)

Chris Holden, Community Area Partnership

Mark Ashkowski, Housing Task Group Lead

Nick Westbrook, Health & Wellbeing Lead

Bruce Sanders, Business Group Lead

Selwood Housing

<| << =<|<|=<[<|=<|<|=< << |<|=<|<|<|<]|<

Other Parish Councils in Area:

Broughton Gifford

Seend Parish Council

Atworth Parish Council

Bromham Parish Council

Lacock Parish Council

Semington

Hilperton

Holt

Bulkington Parish Council

Great Hinton

Keevil

Poulshot

Steeple Ashton

<|<|=<|<|=<|<|=x|<|=<|<|< <<

Other Neighbouring Local Authorities

BaNES
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Gloucester County Council

South Gloucester District Council

Swindon Borough Council

Somerset County Council

Hampshire County Council

Dorset County Council

North Dorset District Council

Oxfordshire County Council

West Oxfordshire District Council

West Berkshire Council

<<= |=<|=<|=<|=<|=<]=<|=<

Swindon & Wiltshire Local Enterprise Partnership
(SWLEP)

Coal Body

Homes & Community Agency

Natural England

Environment Agency

English Heritage

Historic England

Network Rail Infrastructure Ltd

<<= |=<|<|=<|<]|<

Strategic Highways Companies and those
adjoining NP area

Highways England

Western Gateway

Marine Management Company

Cable companies ie Virgin

Electronics Coms (generic email address
available)

BT

BT Open Reach

See the Light

<<=

Mobile Networks:

Virgin

EE

02

Vodaphone

MBNL

Mobile Operators Association

<<= |=<]<]|=<
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Health

Wiltshire Clinical Commissioning Group Y
Wiltshire Primary Care Trust Y
Spa Medical Centre Y
Giffords Surgery Y
Electricity (Licence gas been granted under

Section 6 etc of Electricity Act 2006

SSE N
British Gas (Licence has been granted under

Section 7 of the Gas Act 1986

British Gas Y
Wales & West Utilities Y
Sewerage and Water

Wessex Water Y
National Grid Y
Waterways

Canal & River Trust Y
Swindon, Wiltshire & Oxfordshire Canal Partnership Y
Wilts & Berks Canal Trust Y
BART Bristol Avon Rivers Trust Y
Wiltshire Wildlife (Clackers Brook project) Y
Wiltshire Wildlife Y
SUSTRANS Y
Education

The Whitehorse Federation Y
Wiltshire Police Y
Wiltshire & Dorset Fire Brigade Y
Air Ambulance Y

Landowners (29 Contacted)
(46 Landowner/
Developers Agents contacted)
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Housing Associations and Management
Companies

Selwood Housing

Whitehorse Housing Association

Housing 21

Aster Housing Group

McCarthy Stone

Greensquare

Sovereign Housing

Lopes Close Residents Association

< <| <| zZ| <] <| <| <

Voluntary Groups

Melksham & District 55+ Forum

BRAG

CAWS

BASRAG

Melksham Railway User Group

Melksham Chamber

Melksham Community Area Partnership

TransWilts

Bowerhill Village Hall

Shaw Playing Fields

Whitley reading rooms

Rachel Fowler centre

ATC

Melksham and District Girl Guides

Shaw and Whitley toddler group

Bowerhill Scouts

Young Melksham

Happy circle Day Centre

Group five

Relate Mid Wiltshire

Melksham Community bus

Shaw and Whitley connect

Life Education Wiltshire

AFC Melksham (Disabled Football)

Melksham Rugby Club

Melksham amateur swimming club

Shaw and Whitley friendship club

<| << <<= << <= << << |=<|<|=< <] =<|<|=<|<|<|<|<|<|<
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Melksham tourist information centre

Shaw and Whitley Garden club

Atworth youth group

Age UK Wiltshire

Army Cadets (Melksham Detachment)

Badminton Association, Wiltshire Branch

Bobby Van Trust

Cactus & Succulent Society

Carnival

Christmas Lights Group

Community Safety Group

Conigre Mead Nature Reserve

Country Dancers

Crazy About Knitting Club

Fitness and Friendship Club - run by Age UK

Floral Arrangement Society

Food and River Festival

Friends of Melksham Hospital and Community

Gardeners' Society

Great Western Coffee Shop Forum

Grecophiles Social Club

Historical Association

Hope Debt Advice

Lions Club of Melksham

Model Car Club

Netball Club

Palestinian Support Group

Parent Carer Council

Parochial Church Council of The Ecclesiastical Parish
of Melksham, in the Diocese of Salisbury

People First

Read Easy

Reengage

Remembers

Rotary Club

Shed Club

Sight

Singin' Group

Spencer Melksham Bowls Club - Mens and Ladies

Tennis Club

United Church Mother and Toddler Group LITTLE
GEMS

Wilts Special Needs Fun Days

<< |x|x|x|=xx]=x|=<]=x <<= |=<|<]|=<[<]=<|<]=<|<]|=<|<]=<|<]<]|=<]<]|=<]<]|=< <] <]|<]|<|<]<|<]<|<]<
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Religious Groups

Melksham Family of Churches:

St Michael’s & All Angels

St Andrews

St Barnabas, Beanacre

St Anthony’s

Melksham United Church

Melksham Baptist Church

<| =<| <| <| <| <| <

Other Churches/Groups:

Christ Church, Shaw

Core Church

Good News Church

Ebenzener Baptist Church, Union Street

Queensway Chapel

Christian Fellowship

All Nations Christian Fellowship

Redeemed Christian Church of God

West Wiltshire Multi Faith Forum

<| <| <| <| <| <| <| <| <

Racial Groups:

Wiltshire Bangladeshi Association

Wiltshire Ethnic Cultural Society

Requested to be kept in Touch on NP Progress

163 People who either attended Neighbourhood

Plan meetings or consultation events were

contacted at Regulation 14 with 9 people responding
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List of Businesses contacted*

Art House Café

Melksham Independent News

Market Place Dental Practice

Total Carpets and Flooring

Lloyds TSB Bank

Co-op Travel

Tops Hair

Five Star Nails

West Country Jewellers

Kingstons

Melksham Insurance Brokers

PSP Group/ Heywood Financial Limited

Lock & Key

Mind Charity Shop

Dorothy House (clothing)

JMS Carpets and Flooring

Co-op Funeral Care

The Acropolis

Eagle IT Support

Roundhouse

The Post Office

West Country Educational Agency

Melksham Tourist Information

The Melksham Tandoori

AJB - Bewley and Merrett Funeral Directors

South of Heaven Body Art

Dorothy House (Furniture)

| D Newman & Son

Bliss

Nationwide Building Society

<| <] <| <| <| <| <] <| <| <| <| <] <| <| <] <] <] <| <| <] <] <] <| < <] <] <] < < <
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Kavanaghs

The Hiding Place

Grylls Adams

Boots The Chemist

The Coventry

News Box

Haine & Smith Opticians

Greggs

South West Amusements

Iceland

WJ Beavan

Griffs Barbers

Costa

Cinnamon

Gompels

William Hill

Bluebell Ladieswear (Now closed)

Edwards Stationery

Aziz Barbers

The Works Hairdresser

The Toy Shop

Sports Bug

D.J.Bewley

Conservative Club

Hairtek

Revive CBD

Inked

Flowers in Focus

Specsavers

All Things Chic

The Grapes

<| <| <] <| <| <| <| <| <| <| <] <| <] <] <| <] <] <| <] <] <| <] <] < <] < <] <] < < <
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The Peking Chef

USA Nails

The Bear (Wetherspoons)

Goughs Solicitors

Sultan

The Fine Barber Co

Cats Action Trust

Wiltshire Framing

Hair at 13

Chop Suey House

Sainsbury's

Domino's Pizza

Clarkies Unisex Hair Styling

Libra Hair Studio

Melksham Beauty Clinic

Pets Town (Now closed)

M & H Hair Salon

Two Little Ducks

Tile & Bathroom Centre

Cobblers Bench

Alba Restaurant

CJ Dog and Cat Grooming

Briggsy's Barbershop

Feet First

Andy York Photography

Waitrose

Antico Caffé

Chicken Hut

Beautique

Fisheries

Computer Hut

<| <| <] <| <| <| <| <| <| <| <] <| <] <] <| <] <] <| <] <] <| <] <] < <] < <] <] < < <
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Hale Vetinary Group

Melksham Liberal Club & Institute

Melksham Dental Practice

Peacocks (Now closed)

Card Factory (Now closed)

San Marco (Now Casa)

The Kebab House

G Hatto Barber Shop

Buds Bar

Library

Melksham Kitchen and Appliance Centre

Nettl (Moved to Bowerhill)

Marjo Fashions

Card and News Centre

Savers

The Parsons Nose

Harmony

Barnet and Co Accountants

Flower Care

Poundstretcher

Sound Marketing

Angell Motors

CM3

Secondhand Emporium

Bob Missen and SA Engineering

S A Engineering

Henry's Café

Devlin Bridal Couture

Belle of the Ball Bridal

<| <| <| <| <| <| <| <| <] <| <| <] <| <| <| <| <] <] <| <] <| <] <] < <] <] < <] <

Nixon & Shaw

Chick-o-land
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Kings Arms Hotel

A.R. Jaffray

Market Lounge

LA Diner

Super Gift Mobile and Accessories

Rachel Fowler Centre

Melksham Family Chiropractic Centre

Wansboroughs

Regency Dental Practice

Backhouse Bet

The Original Factory Shop

Golden Falls Restaurant

Monahans

Kings Gourmet

Bangladeshi Centre

Strictly Angies Hairdresser

King Street Curios

Samovar

Melksham Arcade

Glow

Refa Tandori

Total QSR

New Resource

C.S Property

Bailey Employment Services Ltd.

Melksham Blue Pool

Melksham Assembly Hall

1st Choice Skips

A B Gerrish Ltd

ABC Nursery

Absolute Power Tools

<| <| <] <| <| <| <| <| <| <| <] <| <] <] <| <] <] <| <] <] <| <] <] < <] < <] <] < < <
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Accord Office Supplies Ltd.

Agrispares

Arrow Radiators Ltd

Artisan Hire Centre

ATI Strellram

Audi VW Cars

Body Shop Accident Repair & Valet Centre

Bodycare Accident Repair Centre (Dents)

Boomerang

Bowerhill Trade Centre

Buildbase

C & P Medical Trading Ltd.

Checkmate Flexible Engineering

Citaglen

Claremont Automatics Ltd.

D A Archive Solutions

Dance Direct

Denmans Electrical Wholesalers Ltd.

DHF Engineering

Dispak Ltd

E & H Dry Lining & Plastering Ltd

Garage on the Hill (part of JC Group)

Genesis Manufacture

GWHF Nutrition

Honeysuckle Garden Products Ltd.

lan Berg Plastics Ltd.

JACS

JC Cleaners

Keith Lye Motor Vehicle Engineering

Kens Cars

Kristek Precision Ltd

<| <| <] <| <| <| <| <| <| <| <] <| <] <] <| <] <] <| <] <] <| <] <] < <] < <] <] < < <
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LH Artlett

LHDA Ltd.

Lowfield Ltd. (FAWT Greenhouses)

Melksham Motor Spares

Midwest Racing

NRS Specialist Services

Playforce Ltd

Premier Form Tools

Q Tech Auto Services Ltd

Qdos Homes

R S Precision

Richmond Precision Services

Roundstone Catering & Vending Equipment

Smithpack

Superior

Swiftech

Travis Perkins

Universal Tool Hire & Supplies

Valldata

Western Mechanical Handling Ltd

Wiltshire School of Gymnastics

Asda

Leekes

Aldi

Lidl

McDonalds

Herman Miller

Artis

Avon Rubber PLC

Avonside Engineering

Building Business Bridges

<| <| <] <| <| <| <| <| <| <| <] <| <] <] <| <] <] <| <] <] <| <] <] < <] < <] <] < < <
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Crossfit Civitas

G Plan Upholstery

Great Bear Distribution Ltd

Greenearth Food Packing Co.

Guys Magnets Ltd

K9 Protector

Morsecurity

Plastic Engineering Solutions

Prism Office Supplies

Red Direct Marketing

The Milk Churn Pub

Weger Air Solutions

Premier Form Tools

Roundstone Catering

Garage on the Hill

G W F Nutrition

Boels Rental

A L King Roofing

Lovejoys

Knorr Bremse

Grip It

Il Vello d'Oro

Beechfield House

Shaw Country Hotel (Closed)

Conigre Hotel

Procol

Old Mill Finance

Coombe Diary

<| <| <] <| <| <] <| <| <] <| <| <] <| <| <| <| <| <| <| <] <| <] <] <| <] <] < <
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Appendix 3 - Post Reg 14 Policy Revision Table

Regulation 14 Policy

Revised Policy for Submission

Draft Policy 1: Sustainable Design and
Construction

We will support development and
infrastructure proposals that contribute to
the Wiltshire wide target of becoming
carbon neutral by 2030. To support this
target all new development should be:

i. designed to maximise green
infrastructure to sequester
carbon;

ii. located where the proximity to
services and facilities, or the mix
of uses in the development,
minimises the need to travel by
private vehicle;

iii. designed and laid out to harness
opportunities to mitigate
greenhouse gas emissions and
to adapt to the effects of a
changing climate.

iv. designed and constructed in
accordance with the Energy
Hierarchy principle of reducing
energy demand (e.g. through
materials with high thermal
capacity and good insulation),
producing, supplying and using
energy efficiently and cleanly, as
well as generating energy
through zero or low carbon
means and use onsite or nearby
wherever feasible.

Applicants are encouraged to use
appropriate sustainability assessment tools
such as the Building Research
Establishment’s Environmental Assessment
Method (BREEAM), Home Quality Mark for
residential development and/or CEEQUAL
(or equivalents) for infrastructure
development.

Policy 1: Sustainable Design and Construction

We will support development and infrastructure
proposals that contribute to Wiltshire Council’s
aim of becoming carbon neutral by 2030. The
design and layout of any new development should
therefore aim to meet a high level of sustainable
design and construction and be optimised for
efficiency, targeting zero carbon emissions. This
includes:

I.  maximising green infrastructure to
sequester carbon and provide other
benefits such as shade;

Il.  demonstrating good connections to
existing services and facilities, or a mix of
uses in the proposed development that
minimises the need to travel by private
vehicle;

lll.  demonstrating opportunities to mitigate
greenhouse gas emissions and to adapt to
the effects of a changing climate;

IV. illustrating application of the Energy
Hierarchy principle of reducing energy
demand (e.g. through materials with high
thermal capacity and good insulation),
producing, supplying and using energy
efficiently and cleanly, as well as
generating energy through zero or low
carbon means (through, for example
maximising south facing areas of roof
space to collect solar energy) onsite or
nearby.

For major applications, applicants are encouraged
to use appropriate sustainability assessment tools
as part of reaching of the process of reaching
high levels of sustainable design and construction
such as the Building Research Establishment’'s
Environmental Assessment Method (BREEAM),
Home Quality Mark for residential development
and/or CEEQUAL (or equivalents) for
infrastructure development.

Innovative approaches to the construction of low
carbon homes which demonstrate sustainable
use of resources and high energy efficiency levels
will be supported. For example, construction to
Passivhaus standards
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Draft Policy 2: Flood Risk and Natural
Flood Management

All new development will be expected to
include measures to reduce the rate of
rainwater run-off in order to mitigate flood
risk. Development proposals will be
supported where they:

i. demonstrate how surface water
and associated run-off can be
drawn into the ground in a
sustainable way for surface
treatments in residential,
commercial and public parking
areas;

ii. demonstrate, where applicable,
that existing land drainage and
ditches are safeguarded to
ensure that any sustainable
surface water outfalls are not
lost, and iii. include water re-use
measures, unless not reasonably
practicable.

As part of a Natural Flood Management

feature, all major development

proposals must include provision of

Green Infrastructure such as informal

spaces for outdoor recreation and

wildlife.

Revised Policy 2 (NOTE: now Policy 3 in the
Submission Plan): Flood Risk and Natural
Flood Management

All new development must include appropriate
measures to align modern drainage systems with
natural water processes to mitigate any flood risk.

Development proposals will be supported where
they:

I.  are located where the risk of flooding
(from all sources) is lowest;

Il.  demonstrate how surface water and
associated run-off can be drawn into the
ground in a sustainable way for surface
treatments in residential, commercial and
public parking areas;

Ill.  demonstrate, where applicable, that
existing land drainage and ditches are
safeguarded to ensure that any
sustainable surface water outfalls are not
lost;

IV.  utilise re-use of rainwater wherever
possible, but where discharged, should be
done as high up the drainage hierarchy as
possible by aligning modern drainage
systems with natural water processes.

V. demonstrate efficient water usage to no
more than 110 litres per person per day
for new residential development and all
new non residential development of 1000
square metres gross floor area or more
should meet the BREEAM 'excellent'
standards for water consumption.

All major development proposals must include
provision of Sustainable Drainage Systems
(SuDS) as part of the Natural Flood Management
approach and wider Green Infrastructure network
delivering multiple benefits, such as improving
water quality and water quantity, recreation and
biodiversity.

Major development proposals (full and outline)
should also demonstrate that the SuDS comply
with CIRIA Guidance, and to demonstrate that an
adequate area has been reserved for storage
volumes without requiring inaccessible slopes.

Draft Policy 3: Local Renewable and Low
Carbon Energy Generation

Renewable and low carbon energy
generation projects that are led by or benefit

Revised Draft Policy 3 (NOTE: now Policy 2 in
the Submission Plan): Local Renewable and
Low Carbon Energy Generation

Renewable and low carbon energy generation
projects that are led by or benefit local
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local communities will be supported subject
to the following criteria:

i. the siting and scale of the
proposal is appropriate to its
setting;

ii. the proposal does not create an
unacceptable impact on the
amenities of local residents, and

iii. the proposal does not have an
unacceptable degree of impact
on a feature of natural or
biodiversity importance.

Schemes where the energy produced can
be used on or near the generation
site/where energy storage is incorporated
will be strongly supported.

communities will be supported subject to the
following criteria:

i. the siting and scale of the proposal is
appropriate to its setting;

ii. the proposal does not create an
unacceptable impact on the amenity
and safety of local receptors, and

iii. the proposal does not have an
unacceptable degree of impact on a
feature of natural or biodiversity
importance.

Schemes where the energy produced can be
used on or near the generation site/where energy
storage is incorporated will be strongly supported.

Renewable and Low Carbon Energy Generation
not led by local communities will also be expected
to set out responses to the above criteria.

Draft Policy 4: Ultra Low Emission
Vehicle Charging

All new houses with on-plot parking spaces
and/ or garages should provide
appropriately located charging technology
for charging low emission vehicles, such as
an electric car charging point. Where
shared or off-plot parking spaces are
provided, provision must be made for
charging vehicles in locations that do not
create unsafe pedestrian movement.

Planning applications that propose new
employment, leisure or retail developments
are also encouraged to provide charging
facilities for staff and / or other users.

No changes proposed to the policy.

Draft Policy 5: Pre-application
Community Engagement

Applications that can demonstrate early,
proactive and effective engagement with the
community will be looked on more
favourably than applications that have not.

Potential applicants bringing forward
development proposals are strongly
encouraged to follow the Pre-application
Community Engagement Protocol as
included in Appendix 1 of this
Neighbourhood Plan, and as adopted by

Revised Policy 5: Pre-application Community
Engagement

In order that development proposals for outline or
detailed planning applications, together with
‘reserved matters’ applications can demonstrate
early, proactive and effective engagement with
the community, applicants are strongly
encouraged to follow the Pre-application
Community Engagement Protocol as included in
Appendix 1 of this Neighbourhood Plan as a way
of facilitating constructive and proportional
engagement of the Town and Parish Council and
the local community.
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Melksham Town Council and Melksham
Without Parish Council.

Draft Policy 6: Housing in Defined
Settlements

We will support proposals for small ‘windfall’
housing development within the settlements
of the Plan area, where they conform with
the policies of the Development Plan and
where they:

i. accord with the limits of
development provisions of
Wiltshire Core Strategy Core
Policy 2;

ii. include a suitable mix of house
types, sizes and tenures
informed by and addressing the
current and demonstrable needs
for the area within which the site
is located in accordance with
Wiltshire Core Strategy Core
Policy 45 (Meeting Wiltshire’s
Housing Needs), and

iii. have regard to the character and
quality of the surrounding area.

In accordance with Wiltshire Core Strategy
Core Policy 2, development will not be
permitted outside the settlement boundaries
other than in circumstances as permitted by
other policies within the Core Strategy. At
the small villages, development will be
limited to infill within the existing built area,
or where appropriate outside the built area,
but well connected to it, as a rural exception
site to provide affordable housing to meet
identified local needs.

Revised Policy 6: Housing in Defined
Settlements

We will support proposals for sustainable housing
development within the defined settlements of the
Plan area, where they:

i accord with the limits of development
provisions of Wiltshire Core Strategy
Core Policy 2;

ii. include a suitable mix of house types,
sizes and tenures informed by and
addressing the current and
demonstrable needs for the area within
which the site is located in accordance
with Wiltshire Core Strategy Core
Policy 45 (Meeting Wiltshire’s Housing
Needs), and

iii. have regard to the character, quality
and amenity of the surrounding area.

In accordance with Wiltshire Core Strategy Core
Policy 2, development will not be permitted
outside the settlement boundaries other than in
circumstances as permitted by other policies
within the Core Strategy. At the small villages,
development will be limited to infill within the
existing built area, or where appropriate outside
the built area, but well connected to it, as a rural
exception site to provide affordable housing to
meet identified local needs.

Affordable housing provision will be required in
accordance with Core Policy 43 which sets out
when this is required and indicates the
proportions which will be sought from open
market housing development.

In principle, support will be given to proposals for
custom or self-build projects in locations where
new residential development is acceptable.
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Draft Policy 7: Allocation of Land at
Middle Farm, Corsham Road, Whitley

Land at Middle Farm, Corsham Road,
Whitley is allocated for development of
approximately 18 (eighteen) dwellings.

Proposals will be expected to conform with
the criteria below and relevant policies
within the Development Plan.

Site requirements:

i. incorporate a Local Equipped
Area for Play

ii. incorporate habitat creation that
achieves an overall net
enhancement to biodiversity on
site;

iii. be accompanied by an approved
landscape conservation scheme
that retains and secures the
sustained management of
existing hedgerow boundaries,
provides new hedgerow and tree
planting on the eastern and
northern boundary of the site,
and provides a 15m minimum
landscaped buffer along the
western boundary of the site,
south of Top Lane;

iv. be of an appropriate layout,
form, appearance and materials
that protects the amenity of
existing neighbouring residents,
reinforces and enhances the
historic form and character of
Whitley and conserves the rural
setting of the site;

Revised Policy 7: Allocation of Land at Middle
Farm, Corsham Road, Whitley

Land at Middle Farm, Corsham Road, Whitley is
allocated for development of approximately 18
(eighteen) dwellings.

Proposals will be expected to conform with the
criteria below and relevant policies within the
Development Plan.

Site requirements:

[.  The development will deliver
approximately 18 dwellings
30% of which will be affordable
homes in conformity with
Wiltshire Core Strategy Core
Policy 43.

Il.  Proposals will be accompanied
by a landscape conservation
scheme that retains and
secures the sustained
management of existing
hedgerow boundaries

lll.  The developable area will be
contained within land south of
the junction with Top Lane and
a ¢15m minimum landscaped
buffer along the western and
eastern boundary of the site
incorporating new hedgerow
and tree planting.

IV.  Incorporation of a Local
Equipped Area for Play

V.  Habitat creation that achieves
an overall net enhancement to
biodiversity on site;

VI.  Be of an appropriate layout,
form, appearance, materials
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V. provide a single vehicle access
to Corsham Road to an
adoptable standard;

Vi. include appropriate mitigation
measures to prevent an increase
in flood risk within the site or
elsewhere.

vii. retain and enhance the existing
public right of way along the site
northern boundary, and

viii. incorporate accessible public
green space to the north of the
site, north of Top Lane.

Applicants bringing forward development
proposals for this site are strongly
encouraged to follow the Pre-application
Community Engagement Protocol as in
Policy 5 and included in Appendix 1 of the
Neighbourhood Plan.

and landscape treatment that
protects the amenity of
neighbouring residents and
enhances the form and
character of Whitley and
conserves the rural setting of
the site;

VII.  Include appropriate mitigation
measures to prevent an
increase in flood risk within the
site or elsewhere and provide
multifunctional benefits of
amenity and biodiversity.

VIIl.  Provides a single vehicle
access to Corsham Road and
enhanced pedestrian crossing
facility to an adoptable
standard.

IX. Retain and enhance the
existing public right of way
along the site northern
boundary, and incorporate
accessible public green space
to the north of the site, north of
Top Lane.

Draft Policy 8: Infrastructure Phasing
and Priorities

To ensure the sustainability of housing
development, proposals must consider,
assess and address their necessary
infrastructure requirements and plan any
related programmes of work in parallel with
the housing to ensure that infrastructure
keeps pace with the needs of the
community.

Infrastructure requirements in proportion to
their scale and in accordance with Wiltshire

Revised Policy 8: Infrastructure Phasing and
Priorities

To ensure the sustainability of housing
development, proposals must consider, assess
and address their necessary infrastructure
requirements and plan any related programmes of
work in parallel with the housing to ensure that
infrastructure keeps pace with the needs of the
community.
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Core Strategy Core Policy 3 and the
Wiltshire Planning Obligations SPD will be
charged through the Community
Infrastructure Levy (in addition to those to
be delivered through planning conditions or
section 106 agreements).

All Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
receipts passed to either Melksham Town
Council or Melksham Without Parish
Council will be used to address the
increased demands that new development
places on the civic infrastructure, for the
benefit of the Joint Neighbourhood Plan
area, focusing on the facilities /
infrastructure and communities most
impacted by the new development.

A Joint Plan area Statement of
Infrastructure Priorities for infrastructure
needs and improvements will be reviewed
annually and agreed jointly between the
Town and Parish Councils. The broad
infrastructure categories are:
- Social infrastructure: e.g.
Community Facilities
- Physical infrastructure: e.g.
sustainable transport link and town
centre regeneration
- Green infrastructure: e.g. continued
investment in the Riverside
Millennium Walk / Shurnhold Fields
etc.
- Other project areas: e.g. community
energy

Infrastructure requirements in proportion to their
scale and in accordance with Wiltshire Core
Strategy Core Policy 3 and the Wiltshire Planning
Obligations SPD will be charged through the
Community Infrastructure Levy (in addition to
those to be delivered through planning conditions
or section 106 agreements).

All Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) receipts
passed to either Melksham Town Council or
Melksham Without Parish Council will be used to
address the increased demands that new
development places on the civic infrastructure, for
the benefit of the Joint Neighbourhood Plan area,
focusing on the facilities / infrastructure and
communities most impacted by the new
development.

Draft Policy 9: Town Centre

Development proposals within the Town
Centre Commercial Area as defined in
Wiltshire Core Strategy (see figure 9) will be
supported provided the use:

i. will sustain or enhance the range
or quality of shopping provision
and does not harm the vitality
and viability of the town centre;

ii. is in keeping with the scale and
character of the centre and
conserves or enhances the
Conservation Area

Proposals for development or change of
use of ground floor frontages within the
defined town centre primary frontages (see

Revised Draft Policy 9: Town Centre

Development proposals within the Town Centre
Commercial Area as defined in Wiltshire Core
Strategy (see figure 9) will be supported provided
the use:

I.  will sustain or enhance the range or
quality of shopping provision and does
not harm the vitality and viability of the
town centre;

[I.  isin keeping with the scale and
character of the centre and conserves
or enhances the Conservation Area;

lll.  considers access to public transport
and car parking

Proposals for development or change of use of
ground floor frontages within the defined town
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figure 9) will be supported where they retain
or enhance the continuity of active ground
floor shop front uses.

Proposals that make greater use of upper
floors of town centre premises, including for
offices, small businesses and residential
use with independent access, will be
supported where they sustain or enhance
the vitality of Melksham town centre and
enhance the quality of the host building.

Development proposals will be supported
where they make a positive contribution to
conserving and enhancing the appearance
and quality of primary frontages and
waymarked town centre routes.

Edge of Centre Development

Proposals for retail development within or
adjacent to edge of centre locations
(defined as being 300m from the
Commercial Area Boundary) will be
supported when:

i the proposal would not harm the
vitality and viability of the town
centre’s shopping role;

ii. there are no suitable and viable
sites available within Primary
Retail Frontages;

iii. the development is easily
accessible by foot or bicycle on
waymarked routes from the town
centre, and

iv. the development makes
adequate provision for car
parking and access. Proposals
which fail the sequential test or
are likely to have a significant
adverse impact on the Town
Centre will not be supported.

Town Centre Expansion

Proposals for the redevelopment of existing
employment uses within edge of centre
locations must be considered on the basis
of their relationship to the existing town
centre and the potential to expand the town
centre.

Town Centre Master Plan

centre primary frontages (see figure 9) will be
supported where they retain or enhance the
continuity of active ground floor shop front uses.

Proposals that make greater use of upper floors
of town centre premises, including for offices,
small businesses and residential use with
independent access, will be supported where they
sustain or enhance the vitality of Melksham town
centre and enhance the quality of the host
building.

Development proposals will be supported where
they make a positive contribution to conserving
and enhancing the appearance and quality of
primary frontages and waymarked town centre
routes.

Edge of Centre Development

Proposals for retail development within or
adjacent to edge of centre locations (defined as
being 300m from the Commercial Area Boundary)
will be supported when:

V. the proposal would not harm the
vitality and viability of the town centre’s
shopping role;

Vi. there are no suitable and viable sites
available within Primary Retail
Frontages;

Vii. the development is easily accessible

by foot or bicycle on waymarked
routes from the town centre, and

the development makes adequate
provision for car parking and access.
Proposals which fail the sequential test
or are likely to have a significant
adverse impact on the Town Centre
will not be supported.

viii.

Town Centre Expansion

Proposals for the redevelopment of existing
employment uses within edge of centre locations
must be considered on the basis of their
relationship to the existing town centre and the
potential to expand the town centre.

Town Centre Master Plan

Melksham Town Council will produce a Town
Centre Masterplan to guide and inform future
town centre development. Once published,
proposals within the town centre and within 300m
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Melksham Town Council will produce a
Town Centre Masterplan to guide and
inform future town centre development.
Once published, proposals within the town
centre and within 300m of the existing
boundary should demonstrate how they
contribute to the delivery of the town centre
vision and objectives.

of the existing boundary should demonstrate how
they contribute to the delivery of the town centre
vision and objectives.

Draft Policy 10: Employment Sites

Proposals for employment development
within Melksham and Melksham Without will
be supported subject to compliance with all
relevant development plan policies.
Proposals for the retention, regeneration
and intensification of previously developed
employment land are particularly
encouraged. Two main areas of
employment land in the Plan area are:

a) Business Parks

The appropriate redevelopment of
brownfield sites within the business park
areas (shown as the Principal Employment
Areas on figure 9) for employment uses
falling within Classes B1, B2, and B8 of the
Use Classes Order will be supported where
the proposed development will generate the
same number, or more, permanent full time
equivalent jobs than could be expected from
the existing, or any potential employment
use.

b) Town Centre

The appropriate redevelopment of
brownfield sites within the town centre
areas (shown as the Commercial Area
Boundary on figure 9) involving change of
use to retail, commercial and other main
town centre uses falling within Classes A1,
A2, A3, A4, B1, D1, and D2 of the Use
Classes Order will be supported where the
proposed development will generate the
same number, or more, permanent full time
equivalent jobs than could be expected from
the existing, or any potential employment
use, subject to road safety, parking and
environmental considerations.

Proposals for start-up and small businesses
are particularly encouraged to enable the

Revised Policy 10: Employment Sites

Proposals for employment development within
Melksham and Melksham Without will be
supported subject to compliance with all relevant
development plan policies. Proposals for the
retention, regeneration and intensification of
previously developed employment land are
particularly encouraged. Two main areas of
employment land in the Plan area are:

c) Business Parks

The appropriate redevelopment of brownfield
sites within the business park areas (shown as
the Principal Employment Areas on figure 7) for
employment uses falling within Classes B1, B2,
and B8 of the Use Classes Order will be
supported where the proposed development will
generate the same number, or more, permanent
full time equivalent jobs than could be expected
from the existing, or any potential employment
use.

d) Town Centre

The appropriate redevelopment of brownfield
sites within the town centre areas (shown as the
Commercial Area Boundary on figure 7) or edge
of centre locations involving change of use to
retail, commercial and other main town centre
uses falling within Classes A1, A2, A3, A4, B1,
D1, and D2 of the Use Classes Order will be
supported where the proposed development will
generate the same number, or more, permanent
full time equivalent jobs than could be expected
from the existing, or any potential employment
use, subject to road safety, parking and
environmental considerations.

Proposals for start-up and small businesses are
particularly encouraged to enable the growth of a
range of new employment opportunities.
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growth of a range of new employment
opportunities.

Draft Policy 11: Sustainable Transport
and Active Travel

All developments must be planned in line
with the Sustainable Transport Hierarchy.
Applications for major development must
demonstrate through an effective travel plan
how sustainable transport modes in the
Plan area are maximised and that safe and
suitable access can be achieved for all
people.

Further improvements to the accessibility
and to the quality of Melksham Railway
Station environment, as a key element in
our sustainable transport network, will be
strongly supported.

Revised Policy 11: Sustainable Transport and
Active Travel

All developments must be planned in line with the
Sustainable Transport Hierarchy. Applications for
major development must demonstrate through an
effective travel plan how sustainable transport
modes in the Plan area are maximised and that
safe and suitable access can be achieved for all
people.

As a key element in our sustainable transport
network, further improvements to the accessibility
and quality of the links between the wider town
and Melksham Railway Station will be strongly
supported. Improvements to the quality of the
public realm around the station, will also be
strongly supported.

Draft Policy 12: Green Infrastructure

Development that will result in the creation
of new Green Infrastructure (Gl) and/or
contribute to the protection, management,
enhancement and connecting of existing Gl
and individual Gl assets and priorities as
shown on figure 11 will be supported.

Proposals for major developments must be
accompanied by:

i. a plan of the existing Gl within
and around the development
site, and

ii. information demonstrating how
Gl has been incorporated into
the scheme in order to increase
function and improve
connectivity of Gl through the
site and beyond to identified
priorities and assets.

No changes to the policy proposed

Draft Policy 13: Biodiversity

Development proposals will be expected to
demonstrate the provision of a net gain in
biodiversity through enhancement and
creation of ecological networks within and,

Revised Policy 13: Biodiversity

Development proposals, including field based
solar farms will be expected to submit a
Biodiversity Net Gain Plan to demonstrate at least
a 15% improvement in “biodiversity value” within
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where appropriate, beyond the site through
measures that should include:

maximising opportunities to
enhance and create links
between ecological networks
and habitats of principal
importance;

the creation of links both on-site
and, where possible, with nearby
features;

improvements to the quality of
existing Gl, including local
networks and corridors,
specifically to increase their
attractiveness as a recreation
opportunity and their value as a
habitat for biodiversity, and
protection and improvement to
access to and connectivity
between existing and planned Gl
in the Plan area to develop a
continuous and integrated
ecological network.

and, where appropriate, beyond the site in order
to deliver tangible benefits for biodiversity in the
Plan area.

To ensure that there are no residual adverse
impacts resulting from a proposed development,
where in exceptional circumstances the reasons
for the proposed development clearly outweigh
the value of the ecological feature adversely
affected and there are no appropriate alternatives,
the adverse impacts of the development must be
proportionately addressed in accordance with the
hierarchy of: mitigation, compensation and finally
offsetting.

Protection and enhancement of statutory and
non-statutory nature conservation sites is a
priority for the Plan area and development
proposals must demonstrate sensitive responses
to these sites where necessary, such as a buffer
zone.

Draft Policy 14: Open Spaces

We will only support development proposals
involving the whole or partial loss of existing
open space as shown on figure 13 and
detailed in the Green Infrastructure Report

where:

an assessment of open space
provision, using the quantity and
access standards for open space
as set out by Wiltshire Council,
has identified a surplus in the
catchment area to meet both
current and future needs, and full
consideration has been given to
all functions that open space can
perform, and

any replacement facility (or
enhancement of the remainder
of the existing site) provides a
net benefit to the community in
terms of the quality and
accessibility of the open space
by walking or cycling.

No changes to the policy proposed. Resolution of
Plan Figure 13 (and others) to be resolved
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Draft Policy 15: Community Facilities

Proposals involving the loss of community
facilities as identified in the Community
Facilities Report will not be supported
unless it is clearly demonstrated that:

i. alternative provision is made
elsewhere in the Plan area; or

ii. there is no longer a need to
retain the use; or

iii. where a primary function is
commercial but the use performs
a social or community role, the
use is no longer economically
viable.

Proposals for new community facilities in
the Plan area will be supported where the
applicant can demonstrate the need and
benefits of the proposed facility, or where
replacement or enhanced facilities are
proposed as mitigation against the loss of
any of any community facilities within the
Plan area.

New community facilities should be located
where there is a choice of travel options and
should be accessible to all members of the
community

Revised Policy 15: Community Facilities

Proposals involving the loss of community
facilities as identified in the Community Facilities
Report will not be supported unless it is clearly
demonstrated that:

i. adequate alternative provision exists
with walking distance, or will be
provided in an equally accessible or
more accessible location within a
walking distance of 800metres; or

i it has been demonstrated that it would
not be economically viable, feasible or
practicable to retain the building or site
for its existing use; in such cases
evidence must be provided to confirm
that the property or site has been
effectively marketed for a period of at
least six months.

Proposals for new community facilities in the Plan
area will be supported where the applicant can
demonstrate the need and benefits of the
proposed facility, or where replacement or
enhanced facilities are proposed as mitigation
against the loss of any of any community facilities
within the Plan area.

New community facilities should be located where
there is a choice of travel options and should be
accessible to all members of the community.

Proposals for partnership working with national or
local agencies to develop strategic community
facilities to meet the identified needs for the Plan
and wider surrounding areas will be supported.

Draft Policy 16: Trees and Hedgerows
Ancient and Veteran Trees:

Development resulting in loss or
deterioration of irreplaceable habitats of
ancient woodlands (as shown in figure 11)
and ancient or veteran trees found outside
ancient woodland, will not normally be
permitted, unless the need for and benefits
of the development in that location clearly
outweigh the loss.

Other Existing Trees and Hedgerows:

Revised Policy 16: Trees and Hedgerows
Ancient and Veteran Trees:

Development resulting in loss or deterioration of
irreplaceable habitats of ancient woodlands (as
shown in figure 11) and ancient or veteran trees
found outside ancient woodland, will not normally
be permitted, unless the need for and benefits of
the development in that location clearly outweigh
the loss. A minimum buffer of at least 15 metres
in width should be maintained between ancient
woodland and any development boundary. A
buffer zone around an ancient or veteran tree
should be at least 15 times larger than the
diameter of the tree.
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Development that damages or results in the
loss of trees of good arboricultural and
amenity value will not normally be
permitted. Existing trees and hedgerows on
development sites should be retained where
possible and incorporated as placemaking
features in new development. Where there
is an unavoidable loss of trees on site, the
number and type of replacement trees
should be informed by the quality and size
of trees lost. Integration of existing
hedgerows into private curtilage must be
avoided where possible.

New Trees:

New tree planting in development proposals
and across the Plan area will be supported.

Other Existing Trees and Hedgerows:

Development that damages or results in the loss
of trees of good arboricultural and amenity value
will not normally be permitted. Existing woodland,
trees and hedgerows on development sites
should be retained where possible and
incorporated as placemaking features in new
development. Where there is an unavoidable loss
of trees on site, the number and type of
replacement trees should be informed by the
quality and size of trees lost. Integration of
existing hedgerows into private curtilage must be
avoided where possible.

New Trees:
New tree planting in development proposals and

throughout the built and natural environments of
the Plan area will be supported.

Draft Policy 17: Landscape Character
We will support development that:

i. integrates natural features such
as trees, hedgerows and the
local river systems that
contribute to both the landscape
character and setting of the
development;

ii. demonstrates that the whole
scheme, including hard
landscape and planting
proposals, draws on local
landscape characteristics and
features through reference to
relevant existing landscape
assessments, supplemented by
any additional site specific
assessments, and

iii. responds sensitively to the
transition between settlement
edge and countryside and
maintains the separate identity of
the settlements in the Plan area.

Revised Policy 17: Landscape Character
Development will be expected to:

iv. integrates natural features such as
trees, hedgerows and the local river
systems that contribute to both the
landscape character and setting of the
development;

V. demonstrates that the whole scheme,
including hard landscape and planting
proposals, draws on local landscape
characteristics and features through
reference to relevant existing
landscape assessments,
supplemented by any additional site
specific assessments, and

Vi. responds-sensitively to the transition
between settlement edge and
countryside and maintains the
separate identity of the settlements in
the Plan area.

Draft Policy 18: Locally Distinctive, High
Quality Design

Melksham Town Council and Melksham
Without Parish Council will support
development that contributes positively to

Revised Policy 18: Locally Distinctive, High
Quality Design

Melksham Town Council and Melksham Without
Parish Council will support development that
contributes positively to the conservation,
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the conservation, enhancement and
extension of Melksham’s quality of place
and local distinctiveness.

Development proposals must demonstrate
how they have been informed by the Rapid
Community Character and Distinctiveness
Statement which will be used to inform
assessment of scheme design proposals.

Applicants should to submit a design

compliance statement to demonstrate how
a proposal has responded positively to the
character of the area in which it is located.

Development proposals within Melksham
and Melksham Without's settlements must
conserve the positive character and
contribute to enhancing the quality and
distinctiveness of the host neighbourhood
area or village.

Proposals for major development must
demonstrate through a masterplan how the
proposed development layout, building
designs, materials and detailing
complement and extend the positive
characteristics of Melksham and Melksham
Without's settlements and landscape.

enhancement and extension of Melksham’s
quality of place and local distinctiveness.

Development proposals within Melksham and
Melksham Without's settlements must conserve
the positive character and contribute to enhancing
the quality and distinctiveness of the host
neighbourhood area or village.

In addition to having regard to the National
Design Guidance and Wiltshire Council design
policy, development proposals must demonstrate
how they have reinforced the character of the
area and immediate context and responded
positively to guidance set out in been informed by
the Rapid Community Character and
Distinctiveness Statement which will be used to
inform assessment of scheme design proposals.

Except for minor and household planning
applications, applicants should submit a design
compliance statement to demonstrate how a
proposal has responded positively to the
character of the area in which it is located.

Development proposals within Melksham and
Melksham Without's settlements must conserve
the positive character and contribute to enhancing
the quality and distinctiveness of the host
neighbourhood or village.

Proposals for major development must
demonstrate through a masterplan how the
proposed development layout, building designs,
materials and detailing complement and extend
the positive characteristics of Melksham and
Melksham Without’s settlements and landscape.
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Draft Policy 19: Local Heritage

Proposals for development within the
Melksham Conservation Area must show
how they enhance and protect the
characteristics and special qualities that
make up the architectural and historic
character.

For other areas of local heritage
importance, together with buildings or
structures that are noteworthy as unlisted
local heritage assets as illustrated in the
Community Character and Distinctiveness
Statement, development proposals must
demonstrate what consideration has been
given to:

i. the asset or area itself;

ii. its most distinctive and important
features;

iii. the positive elements of its
setting and immediate
surrounds, and

iv. the contribution the asset and its
setting makes to the character of
the local area (whether in the
Conservation Area or not).

Revised Policy 19: Local Heritage

Proposals for development within the Melksham
Conservation Area must show how they enhance
and protect the characteristics and special
qualities that make up the architectural and
historic character.

For other areas of local heritage importance,
together with buildings or structures that are
noteworthy as unlisted local heritage assets as
illustrated in the Rapid Community Character and
Distinctiveness Statement, development
proposals must demonstrate what consideration
has been given to:

i. the asset or area itself;

ii. its most distinctive and important
features;

iii. the positive elements of its setting and
immediate surrounds, and

iv. the contribution the asset and its
setting makes to the character of the
local area (whether in the
Conservation Area or not).
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