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Melksham Neighbourhood Plan Points of the compass appraisal

DRAFT

AECOM has been commissionedto undertake anindependent site assessmentand strategic
environmental assessment (SEA) in support of the emerging MelkshamNeighbourhood Plan (MNP).

The MNP is currently being preparedas a Neighbourhood Development Plan under the Localism Act
2012. The MelkshamNeighbourhood Plan area, which covers Melksham Town and Melksham Without
Parish' in Wiltshire, isbeing preparedin the context of the Wiltshire Local Plan.

To supportthe development of the Neighbourhood Plan, the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Groupis
considering potential locations for allocating sites for housing, employment and Local Green Space
through the MNP. This processis being supported throughthe independent site assessmentand an
SEA process.

As afirststage forthe consideration of potential locationsfor site allocations,a number of broadareas
around Melkshamtown have been evaluated with a view to establishing the likely environmental
constraints to developmentin eacharea.

In this context, this report presents the findings of this process through a ‘points of the compass’
appraisal of the Melksham Neighbourhood Plan area. Itis anticipated that this willprovide an overview
of the relative merits of promoting development at various broad areas within the Melksham
NeighbourhoodPlanarea. Bydoingso, itis anticipatedthat the appraisal findingswillinform
forthcoming consultation to be undertaken onthe MNP, as wellas subsequent decision-making on the
choice of broad locationsfor sitesto be allocated through the Neighbourhood Plan.

This reporthas consideredfourbroadareas inthe MelkshamNeighbourhood Plan area (hereafter
referred to as ‘quadrants). These quadrants comprise the areas located outside of the built up area of
Melksham town.

The quadrants are as follows:

e Quadrant 1: North East of Melksham —The area north east of Melksham and Melksham Forest,
bounded bythe River Avonto the westand a Public Right of Wayto the south. The northern
limitis defined by the MelkshamWithout parish boundary, which follows the course of an old
Romanroad, while the easternboundary has no discemible features. The quadrant
incorporates Sandridge Park.

e Quadrant 2: South East of Melksham - The area is south east of Melksham, bounded by the
A350 to the west, the Kennetand Avon Canal to the southand a Public Right of Way to the
north. The quadrantincorporates Bowerhill.

e Quadrant 3: South West of Melksham - The quadrant comprises the area south west of
Melksham, bounded by A350to the east, the Kennetand Avon Canal to the south, the River
Avonto the west, and Melksham Lane to the north. The quadrantincorporates Berryfield.

e Quadrant 4: North West of Melksham - The area is situated north west of Melksham, bounded
byanunnamed watercourse to the southand the River Avonto the east. The northern limitis
defined by the Melksham Without parish boundary, which follows the course of anold Roman
road, while the westernboundary has no discernible features. The quadrantincorporates the
villages of Shaw, Whitley and Beanacre.

Figure 1 presents thelocation and boundary of the quadrants.

' The Melksham Neighbourhood Plan area covers the areas administrated by Melksham Town Council and Melksham Without
Parish Council. It does not cover the outlining parishes which are included in the Melksham Community Area.

Melksham Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group AECOM
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3. Approach to the points of the compass appraisal

The points of the compass appraisal evaluates the key environmental constraints presentin each of
the four quadrants,including those relatedto:

o Biodiversity,

e |andandsoilresources,

o Waterresources and floodrisk;

e Airqualityand environmental pollution;
e Historicenvironment;and

e |andscape.

This appraisal has been undertaken by AECOM as anindependentand objective desk-based
assessmentwith reference to the following principal sources of information:

e MAGICinteractive mapping?;

e Environment Agency 'What's inyour backyard? Interactive Mapping?;
e UK Governmentwebpage: Findoutifyou're atrisk of flooding*;

e Wiltshire Planning Explorer®; and

e WestWiltshire District Plan Mapping®.

2 DEFRA, (2016); MAGIC Interactive Mapping. [online] available from: http://magic.defra.gov.uk/ (lastaccessed 1 November
2016).

3 Environment Agency, (2016), What's in your backyard? Interactive Mapping. [online] available from:http://maps.environment-
agency.gov.uk/wivby/wivbyController?ep=maptopics&lang= e (lastaccessed 1 November2016).

4 Gov.uk, (2016); Find outif youre at risk of flooding. [online] available from: https://www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk (lastaccessed 5
January 2017).

® Wiltshire County Council, (2016); Wiltshire Planning Explorer. [online] available from:
hitp://www.realitygeo.com/exploreraspx?cfg=wiltspl (lastaccessed 1 November 2016).

& West Wiltshire District Council, (2016); West Wiltshire District Plan Mapping. [online] available
from:http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planninganddevelopment/planningpolicy/westwiltshirelocalplan/westwiltshiredistrictplanmappi
na.htm (lastaccessed 1 November 2016).

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group AECOM
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Table 1 providesa glossary of the constraints considered through the points of the compass

appraisal.

Agricultural Land Classification

The Agricultural Land Classification classifies agricultural land in five
categories according to its versatility and suitability for growing crops.

The topthree grades, Grade 1,2 and 3a, arereferred to as 'Best and
Most Versatile' (BMV) land.

Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs)

Designated under the Local Air Quality Management regime for areas
currently, or forecast, to exceed National Air Quality Strategy
objectives. If alocal authority determines that any locations where the

objectives are not likely to be achieved, it must declare an Air Quality
Management Area there.

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

An Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) is an area of high
scenic quality which has statutory protectionin order to conserve and
enhance the naturalbeauty of its landscape. AONBs are designated
solely for their landscape qualities, for the purpose of conserving and
enhancing their natural beauty (which includes landform and geology,
plants and animals, landscape features and the history of human
settlement over the centuries).

The Countryside and Rights of Way Act (2000) confirmed that AONBs
have the same status as National Parks in terms oflands cape and
scenic beauty. The Act places responsibility on local authorities to
ensure protection for designated landscapes.

Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) Priority
Habitat

UK BAP priority habitats are those that have been identified as being
the most threatened and requiring conservation action under the UK

Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP). They cover a wide range of semi-
natural habitat types.

Conservation Area

Conservation areas are designated at the local level to protect the

special architecturaland historic interest of anarea through
protecting the features that make it unique and distinctive.

Flood Zones 2 and 3

Flood Zones 2 and 3 are deemed to be areas at risk of flooding.

Flood Zone 2 comprises land assessed as having between a 1in 100
and 1in 1,000 annual probability ofriver flooding (1% —0.1%).Flood

Zone 3 comprises land assessedas having a 1 in 100 or greater
annual probability of river flooding (>1%)

Flood Zones are used to apply the sequential test, which seeks to
steer new development to areas with the lowest probability of
flooding.

Listed Buildings

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

Buildings of special architectural and historic interest listed on the

advice of Historic England. Buildings are graded to indicate their
relative importance. They include:

Grade I: A listed building of exceptional interest.

Grade II*; Particularly important buildings of more than special
interest.

Grade II: Buildings of special architectural or historic interest.

AECOM
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A defined area within which groundwater is extracted for potable
water supply. The areais defined by the Environment Agency onthe
basis ofthe length of time taken for groundwater to migrate fromthe
potable source.

There is also a designation for Groundwater Source Protection Zones
that apply to sub-surface activity only.

Local Nature Reserves (LNR)

Places with wildlife or geological features that are of special interest

locally. They offer people special opportunities to study or learn about
nature or simply to enjoy it.

National Nature Reserves (NNR)

National designations protecting he most significant areas of habitat
and of geological formations.

Natura 2000 sites

A network of nature protection areas in the territory of the European
Union. It is made up of Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and
Special Protection Areas (SPAs) designated respectively under the
Habitats Directive and Birds Directive.

Ramsar sites

A wetland site designated of international importance under the
Ramsar Convention. The Convention on Wetlands, known as the

Ramsar Convention, is anintergovernmental environmental treaty
established in 1971 by UNESCO, and coming into forcein 1975.

Registered Battlefields

Sites ofthe most important military battles.

Registered Park and Garden

The English Heritage 'Register of Historic Parks and Gardens of
special historicinterestin England, identifies over 1,600 sites
assessedto be of national importance. In this context Registered

Parks and Gardens are those deemed to be of particular historic
importance.

Scheduled Monuments

A historic building or site thatis included in the Schedule of
Monuments kept by the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and
Sport. The regime is set out in the Ancient Monuments and
Archaeological Areas Act 1979.

Sites of Nature Conservation

West Wiltshire District Council Designation for site oflocal important
wildlife or geological sites.

Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) are those areas considered
to best represent the UK's natural heritage, such as through the site's
diversity of plants, animals and habitats, rocks and landforms, or

through combinations of such natural features. Nationally designated,
SSSls are deemed to be the UK's best wildlife and geological sites.

SSSI Impact Risk Zone

SSSI Impact Risk Zones are a GIS tool/dataset which maps zones
around each SSSI according to the particular sensitivities of the
features for which it is notified. They specify the types of
development that have the potential to have adverse impacts at a

given location. Natural England is a statutory consultee on
development proposals that might impact on SSSis.

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

Special Areas of Conservation. SACs are strictly protected sites
designated the EC Habitats Directive. Article 3 ofthe Habitats
Directive requires the establishment of a European network of
important high-quality conservation sites that will make a significant
contribution to conserving the 189 habitat types and 788 species
identified in Annexes | and Il of the Directive (as amended). Sites
proposed for selection are proposed by the statutorynature
conservation agencies, co-ordinated through JNCC.

AECOM
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Special Protection Area. The EC Directive onthe Conservation of Wild
Birds (79/409/EEC) requires member states to safeguardthe habitats
of migratory birds and certain particularly threatened birds. Under the
Directive, the UK is committed to taking “the requisite measures to
preserve, maintain and re-establish a sufficient diversity and areas of
habitat” for “all species of naturally occurring birds in the wild state”.
This includes the designation of SPAs.

Surface Water FloodZone

Surface water flood zones denote the risk from surface water from
the impact of heavy rainfall.

World Heritage Site

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

A historic site is an official locationwhere pieces of political, military,
cultural, or social history have been preserved due to their cultural

heritage value. Historic sites are usually protectedby law, and many
have been recognized with the official national historic site status.

AECOM
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Thebiodiversity constraints within each quadrant are discussed in Table 2 below.

Biodiversity constraints have been grouped into the following categories:

e Natura 2000 sites: Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Special Protection Areas (SPA),and
Ramsar sites;

e UKstatutorydesignatedsites: Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), and National Nature
Reserves (NNR);

e Non-statutorylocally designatedsites: Local Nature Reserves (LNR) and Sites of Nature
Conservation.

In additionkey habitats classified as Biodiversity Action Habitat (BAP) priority habitatsand ancient
woodland have beenidentified within each quadrant.

Thebiodiversity constraintshave beenmappedin Figure 2.

Quadrant 1
(north east)

There areno Natura 2000 sites within, adjacent orin close proximity to Quadrant 1.

Thereis part of one statutory designatedbiodiversity site located in the north eastem
partof Quadrant 1, Spye Park SSSI.

o SpyeParkSSSlis an extensive habitat mosaiccomprising large expanses of
some of thefinest undisturbedalderwoodsin the county, along with oakwoods,
parkland and anarea of dryacidic grassland containing several locally uncommon
plants. Rich communities of lichens, bryophytes and vascular plants flourishin the
wet soil conditions prevailing over much of the park.

The quadrant lies within the extent of the SSSI Impact Risk Zone for Spye Park SSSI

whichapplies to residential development within Tkm of the SSSI. The scale of

residential developmentitapplies to varieswith distance, from 10 housesto 100

houses.

There are a number of non-statutory designated biodiversity sitesin Quadrant 1

including:

« Anumber of Sites of Nature Conservation to the east of the quadrant, associated
with the River Avon to the westand a number of small woodlandsand copses.

In regards to key biodiversity habitats, there are a number of areas of BAPpriority

habitatand ancientwoodland inthe quadrant. These include:

e Anumberofareas of deciduouswoodand BAP priority habitat scatteredacross
the eastof the quadrant;

e \Wood-pastureand parkland BAP priority habitat at Sandridge Parkto the south
east; and

e Fourareas of ancientwoodlandinthe south east of the quadrant at Lower Selves
Wood and Upper Selves Wood and inthe north east corners of the quadrant at
Basin Covertand HangingWood.

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group AECOM
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There are no Natura 2000 sites within, adjacent orin close proximity to Quadrant 2.
There are no statutory designatedbiodiversity sites in Quadrant 2.

Seend Cleeve Quarry SSSI and Seend Ironstone Quarry and Road Cutting SSSlare

located within 2km of the Quadrantboundary.

e Seend Cleeve Quarry SSSl is designated asa key stratigraphic locality for the
Oxfordian Stage.

e Seend Ironstone Quarry and Road Cutting SSSlis highly significantinillustrating
anunusual iron-rich facies of the Lower Greensand developed near the margins of
the marine area formed during the nutfieldensis Zone transgression. Of particular
interestis the highly unusual and diverse fauna recorded fromthe sands, a
number of species havingbeenfoundonlyatthis site.

These are however are designated for their geologicalexposures, andas such willnot
be affected byresidential development withinthe quadrant.

The quadrantdoes notlie withinan SSSIImpactRisk Zone for Spye Park SSSI
applying to residential development.

Thereis a non-statutory designatedbiodiversity site in Quadrant 2, the Kennetand
Avon Canal. Thisis located onthe southem boundary of the Quadrant, andlocally
designatedis a Site of Nature Conservation.

There are two small strips of deciduous woodland BAP priority habitat locatedinthe
quadrantassociated with the dismantled railway, which runs eastto west through
southern part of the quadrant to the south of Bowerhill. There are alsoa furthertwo
small areas located by the A365inthe northwest of the quadrant. These borderthe
settlementboundary of Melksham.

Quadrant 3
(southwest)

There areno Natura 2000 sites or statutory designated biodiversity sites within,
adjacentorinclose proximity to Quadrant 3.

The guadrantlies within the extent of a number of SSSIImpact Risk Zones; however

these do notapplyto residential developmentin this quadrant.

There are three locally designated non-statutory designated biodiversity sitesin

Quadrant 3 including:

e Conigre Mead Local Nature Reserve, to the south of the River Avon, by
Challymead Bridge;

o TheKennet and Avon Canal Site of Nature Conservation on the southern
boundary of the quadrant; and

e TheRiver Avon Site of Nature Conservation onthe westernboundary of the
quadrant.

Therearefour small parcels of deciduouswoodland BAP priority habitatin the

quadrant, includingas follows:

e Strip ofland along the dismantled railway, which runs east to west through the
southern part of the quadrant to the south of Hampton Park West Business Park
and Bowerhill;

e Parcel ofland onthe edge of Melksham where Berryfield Lane meets the A350
(Western Way); and

e Two parcels of landto the north east of the quadrant, close to the River Avonand
Challymead Bridge.

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group AECOM
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Quadrant4 Thereareno Natura 2000 sites or statutory designated biodiversity site within,
(north west) adjacentorinclose proximity to Quadrant 4.

The guadrantlies within the extent of a number of SSSIImpact Risk Zones; however
this does notapplyto residential developmentin this quadrant.

There aretwo locally designated non-statutory designatedbiodiversity sites in
Quadrant 4, the River Avon, to the east of the quadrantand Daniels Wood, to the
north of the quadrant. These are both Sites of Nature Conservation.

Therearea number of areas of areas of BAP priority habitatand ancientwoodlandin
the quadrant, including;

e Anumberofareas of deciduouswoodlandlocatedat differentlocationsinthe
eastofthe quadrant, as wellas at Shaw Farm; and

e Threeareas of traditional orchard, located at Shaw House inthe south of the
quadrant; as well asat Whitley Barnand Westlands Farm to the north of the
quadrant; and

Thereis also one area of ancientwoodland to the north of the Quadrant (Daniels
Wood), close to Westlands Farm.

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group AECOM
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Theland and soil resources constraints located within the quadrantsare discussedin Table 3 below.

Oneelement has been considered under this theme- the location of Bestand Most Versatile (BMV)
land, as definedbytheland’'s Agricultural Soil Classification; whereby Grades 1, 2 and 3arepresent the
BMV land whichis the most flexible, productive and efficientinresponse to inputs andwhich can best
deliver food and non-food crops for future generations’.

Theareas of the Bestand Most Versatile Land presentin the four guadrants have been mappedin
Figure 3.

Note:

Notall areas within the Neighbourhood Plan area have undergone more recent Agricultural Land
Classification that differentiates between 3a (land classified as the Bestand Most Versatile agricultural
land) and 3b land (land not classified as the Best and Most Versatile agricultural land). Assuch, insome
locations inthe Neighbourhood Plan area, only the earlier classification from priorto 1988, which does
notdifferentiate Grade 3 landinto 3a or 3b land, has been undertaken.

In this context the first figure maps the pre-1988 Agricultural Land Classificationin the Neighbourhood
Planarea. The second figure, fromthe MAGIC website, mapsthe post 1988 AgriculturalLand
Classification.

It should be notedthatforsome areasthereis a degree of discrepancy between the information
presented in the two maps; this has beenreported where appropriate. However given the information
inthe second map represents more recent classification of agricultural land, thisinformation should be
given prioritywhenthere is aninconsistency.

Quadrant 1 The majority of agriculturalland in Quadrant 1 is either Grade 3 or Grade 4; however

(north east) there aretwo areas of Grade 2 inthe quadrant, which land classified as the BMV.
Theseareas of Grade 2 cover smallparts of the western boundary of the quadrant
and further small areas on the northern and eastern boundary of the quadrant.
MAGIC shows thatthe majority of land closer to Melksham townis Grade 3b, sonot
BMVland; however thereis a parcel of land to the south thatis Grade 3a.ltalso

shows a small parcel of land east of Sandridge Parkwhichis classifiedas Grade 3a
agricultural land.

Quadrant 2 MAGIC indicates that thereis some BMV landin the quadrant, located close to the

(southeast)  builtup part of Melksham town. This consists of Grade 2 and Grade 3a agricultural
land located in the north-westerm part of the quadrant, surrounding Bowerhill Lodge
and Farmhouse Court.

"DCLA, (2014); Planning Practice Guidance, paragraph 26. [online] available from:

(last accessed 1 November 2016).

AECOM
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Quadrant 3 The earlier pre-1988 agriculturalland classification indicated that approximately half

(southwest)  ofthe land in Quadrant 3is landclassifiedas BMV land (Grade 1), whichruns through
the centre of the Quadrant. Italso indicatedthatto the eastofthisis Grade 3 land,
while to the westis Grade 4.
However MAGIC, which shows more recent classification shows a degree of
discrepancy to theinformation presented in Figure 3, with the area of Grade 1
agricultural landreportedabove comprising a mixture of Grade 2 and Grade 3a. In
addition, the area of Grade 4 reported above s classifiedas Grade 3b. However

significantareas of Quadrant 3 comprisesland classifiedas the Bestand Most
Versatile.

Quadrant4 Accordingto the pre-1988 agriculturalland classification, the majority of agricultural

(north west) land in Quadrant4 is classifiedas Grade 3;however there are two strips of BMVland
(Grade 2) within the quadrant- one that runs along the eastern boundary of the
quadrant surroundingthe A350, andanother which runs through the centre of the
quadrant surroundingthe A365 (BathRoad). Thereis also a small parcel of Grade 4
agricultural landto the east.

MAGIC provides verylittleinformation for ALC in Quadrant 4. Howeveritindicates that
there are small areas of Grade 2 and 3a agricultural land around Beechfield House
and Beanacre Manor to the north of Melksham.

AECOM
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Melksham Neighbourhood Plan

DRAFT

Thewaterresource and floodrisk constraints of the quadrants are discussedin Table 4 below.

Examples of waterresource and floodrisk constraintsinclude:

. Watercourses;

. Fluvial (river) flood risk;

. Surface water flood risk; and

e  Groundwatersource protectionzones.

Thewaterresource and fluvial floodrisk constraints have been mappedin Figure 4; Figure 5 provides a
map indicating the locations of surface water flood riskin the area.

Quadrant 1
(north east)

Quadrant 1 includesthe River Avonto the west, and other small watercourses that
feed into the River Avon.

Large areas of the northern half of the quadrant are atrisk from fluvial flooding. Areas
surrounding the River Avon are within Flood Zones 2 and 3, with additional areas of
flood riskinthe quadrantalongthe localbrook (hame unknown).

Therearea large number of small watercourses and drainage ditchesacross the
quadrant. These typically flow eastto westand feed intothe River Avon. The areas
surrounding these are atrisk of surface water flooding. The highestriskareas areto
the west, within Queenfield,around Woodrow Road, as wellas large areasacrossthe
southern part of the quadrantto the south of the A3102.

There areno groundwater source protectionzones covering the quadrant.

Quadrant 2
(southeast)

Quadrant 2 includes Clackers Brook to the north and the Kennetand Avon Canal on
the southernboundary. Thereis alsoalocal brook (hame unknown) between
Melksham and Bowerhill.

The majority of land inthe quadrantis notatrisk of fluvial flooding, with onlyland
surrounding Clackers Brook within Flood Zones 2 and 3.

In regards to surface water flooding, areas surrounding Clackers Brookand its
associatedtributaries to the north of the quadrant, includingaround Redstocks, are at
risk. Therearealso areas inthe vicinity of Bowerhillthatare atrisk. Inaddition, there
isanarea atrisk of surface water floodingto the western edge of the quadrant
around The Spa.

There areno groundwater source protectionzones inthe quadrant.

Quadrant 3
(southwest)

Quadrant 3 includesthe River Avon, the Kennetand Avon Canal and part of
Semington Brook to the south. There are also otherlocal brooks/streams (names

unknown) that traverse west to eastthroughthe quadrant thatfeed into the River
Avon.

In regards to fluvial floodrisk, areas surrounding the River Avon are within Flood
Zones 2 and 3, withadditionalareas of flood riskin the quadrantalong Semington
Brook, and thelocal brooks/streams. The areas surrounding these watercoursesare
also atrisk of surface water flooding; in particular, there are areas in the vicinities of
Berryfield and Outmarsh thatare atrisk of surface water flooding.

Thereis a groundwater source protection zone for subsurface activity thatis located
inthe south western corner of the quadrant.
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Quadrant4 Quadrant 4 includesthe River Avon to the westand South Brook which transvers es
(north west) through the centre of the quadrant. Thereis alsoan unnamed watercourse onthe
southern boundary of the quadrant.

In regards to fluvial floodrisk, areas surrounding the River Avon are within Flood
Zones 2 and 3, with additionalareas of flood risk (principally flood zones 3)inthe
quadrantaround Whitley Golf Club to the north, as well as to the southaround
Roundponds Farm, associated with the unnamed watercourse on the southern
boundary of the quadrant. These areas are alsoatrisk of surface water flooding. In
addition, there are areas in Shaw and Whitley that are at risk of surface water flooding.

Thereis a groundwater source protectionzone (Zone 1 and 2) on the northwest
boundary of the quadrant, above Whitley.
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In relationto this theme, the points of the compass appraisal has considered the locations of Air
Quality Management Areas (AQMAS).

There are no known existing air quality and environmental pollution issues within the quadrants.

Historic environment constraintslocatedinthe quadrants are discussedin Table 5 below.
The historic environment constraints consideredinclude:

e  Statutory historic environment designations, including: World Heritage Sites; Scheduled
Monuments; nationally listed buildings (Grades|, ll, and II*); and conservation areas.

¢ Non-statutory historic environment designations, including Registered Parks and Gardens;
Registered Battlefields; and Areas of Higher Archaeological Potential.

The historic environment constraints have been mappedin Figure 6.

Quadrant 1 There are eleven Grade ll listed buildings scattered throughout Quadrant 1, many of
(north east) which are associatedwith farmhouses orhouses, as wellas Sandridge Lodge and
Sandridge Tower at Sandridge Park. Inaddition, within the Melkshamsettlement
boundary, four Grade ll listed properties are present.
Melksham Conservation Areais partly within Quadrant 1.

The Gradelllisted Spye Park Registered Parkand Gardenis locatedadjacentto the
north eastof Quadrant 1.

Quadrant 2 Thereis one Grade lI* listed building in Quadrant 2 (Woolmore Farmhouse), located off

(southeast)  the A365 onthe northern edge of Bowerhill,adjacent to Melksham Oak Community
School.

There are eight Grade Il listed buildingsin Quadrant 2. Six of these are clusteredalong
the A365 and The Spa north of Bowerhill,and are associated with Bowerhill
Farmhouse and The Spa. Twoarelocated outside of the main settlements inthe
quadrant, and are associated with farmhouses (Old Loves Farm and Tanhouse Farm).
Two Grade ll listed buildings are alsolocatedjust outside of the quadrant to the west,
associatedwith BowerhillLodge Farmhouse.

Quadrant 3 Thereare three Gradelllisted buildingslocatedin Quadrant 3 outside of the

(southwest)  settlementboundary of Melksham, including: Berryfields Cottages in Berryfield, the
Old Railway Farmhouse; and the Siding and Outmarsh Farmhouse in Outmarsh. There
arealso anumber of Grade ll listed buildings within the main settlement boundary of
Melksham to the north of the quadrant.

Melksham Conservation Areais partly within Quadrant 3.

Quadrant4 Thereis one Grade | listed building presentin the quadrant, Beanacre Old Manor,

(north west) located to the north of Melksham town. There are alsotwo Grade II* listed buildings:
Christ Churchin Shaw; and Beanacre Manorwith Dairy. There area large number of
Gradelllisted buildings presentin Quadrant 3, concentratedin Whitley, Beanacre,
along the A365 Bath Road south east of Shaw and at Shaw House.
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Landscape constraints of the quadrants are discussedin Table 6 below.

Landscape constraints have been groupedinto the following categories:

e  Statutory landscape designations, including: Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB); and

¢ Non-statutorylandscape designations, including Special Landscape Areas; Recreation Space
and Open Space.

Figure 6 above showsthelocation of OpenSpaces.

Quadrant 1 There are no statutorylandscape designations covering Quadrant 1.

(northeast) | terms of non-statutory designations, landin the eastern part of Quadrant 1 is
designatedas a Special Landscape Area; this area covers land east of Blackmore Farm
and Rhotteridge Farm,and incorporates Sandridge Park.

Therearealso areas of recreationalopen space and open space with the quadrant
towards the centre of Melksham adjacent to the River Avon; and another outside of the
town centre adjacent to Forestand Sandridge Church of England Primary School.

Quadrant 2 There areno statutorylandscape designations covering Quadrant 2.

(southeast) | terms of non-statutory designations, there are a number of areas of recreational
spaceand open space within Bowerhill, as wellas onlandadjacentto Bowerhill,
between the settlementand Western Way.

Quadrant 3 There are no statutorylandscape designations covering Quadrant 3.

(southwest)  |nterms of non-statutory designations, there are areas of recreational spaceinthe
quadrant, including: in Melkshamassociated with Conigre Mead Local Nature Reserve,
located to the south of the River Avon by Challymead Bridge; as well asin Berryfield.

Quadrant4 There are no statutorylandscape designations covering Quadrant 4.

(north west)

In terms of non-statutory designations, there are areas of recreational space and open
spaceinthe quadrant, including: a numberalongthe A365 associated withinthe
settlements along the route. The areas around Shaw and Whitley play importantlocal
roles forlocal landscape characterinrelationto facilitating separation between the
settlements.

AECOM
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AECOM have undertaken a points of the compass appraisal to supportthe MNP. The appraisal
evaluates the relative sustainability merits of promoting development atvariousbroadareasinthe
vicinity of Melksham town.

This report summarises the findings of the evaluation, and considers four broad areas (referred to as
‘quadrants’) inthe vicinity of Melksham town. Inthis context the appraisal evaluates the key
environmental constraints presentin each of the quadrants.

Thefollowingsummary provides an overall appraisal of each quadrant.

Quadrant 1 contains a number of significant constraints to development,including significantareas at
risk of fluvial floodrisk, a Special Landscape Area, listed buildings, designated sites for biodiversity
(including a nationally designated SSSI), and areas of BAP Priority Habitat and ancient woodland.

Withthe exception of fluvial floodrisk associated with the River Avon, which covers the western part of
the quadrant, these constraints are principally located to the north and east of the quadrant, inthe
areas furtheraway from Melksham town. Inthis context the areas within Quadrant 1 thatare most
suited to developmentare those relativelyless constrained closest to the settlement boundary of
Melksham.

Quadrant 2 contains some constraints to development, including areas atrisk of fluvial flood risk, areas
of BAP Priority Habitat, land designated for open space and/or recreation space and land classified as
the Bestand Most Versatile Agricultural Land.

The areas of Quadrant 2 whichare most constrained are located to the north of the quadrant. The
areas around BowerhillLodge and Farmhouse Court are constrained by land classified as the Bestand
Most Versatile AgriculturalLand andareas at risk of fluvial floodrisk exist along Clackers Brook. The
area surrounding The Spa, Melksham Road and BowerhillFarm and Woolmore Farm,as well as the area
to the east of Bowerhill Lodge Farm are also constrained by features of historic environmentinterest.

Development to the immediate north of Bowerhill wouldlead to an amalgamation of Bowerhillwith
Melksham town, affectinglocal distinctivenessand existing locally valued separation between the
settlements.

The areas within Quadrant 2 which areleast constrained are those to the south and east of Bowerhill.

Quadrant 3 contains a number of significant constraints to development.

The mostconstrained parts of the quadrant are located to the northand west of the area close to the
River Avon, which are heavily constrained by areas of fluvialflood risk,and the northern part of the area
closeto the settlementboundary of Melksham, whichis constrained by historic environmentand open
space considerations. Inaddition, a large part of the quadrant comprises land classified as the Best
and Most Versatile Agricultural Land, in particular land between Berryfield and Melksham and south of
Holbrook Farm.

The areas within Quadrant 3 which are least constrained are those locatedto the east of Berryfield.

AECOM
22



Melksham Neighbourhood Plan

DRAFT

Quadrant 4 contains a number of significant constraints to development,includingareas atrisk of
fluvial floodrisk, designated sitesforbiodiversity, and areas of BAPPriority Habitat. The most
constrained parts of the quadrantare located inthe eastern parts of the area, close to the River Avon
and around Whitley Golf Club to the east of Shaw. Inaddition, there are areas of the quadrantthatare
covered byland classified asthe Bestand Most Versatile agriculturalland, in particular land to the east
and south.

Theareas of the quadrantthatare relativelyless constrained are those locatedin the western parts of
Quadrant 4, around Shaw and Whitley to the west of the B3353. Howeverthese locationsplay
importantroles forlocal distinctiveness, includinginrelation to facilitating separation between the
settlements.
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